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HEADQUARTERS
JOINT TASK FORCE SEVEN
APO 187 (HOW) c/o PM
San Franciaco, Calif.

6 March 1954

Brigadier GeneralKenneth E. Fields
Director,Dlvlslon of Military Application
U.S. Atomic Energy Commission
1901 ConstitutionAvenue
Washl?gton25, D.C,

Dear GeneralFields:

On the morning of 5 March I visitedKwajalein to confer
with Admiral Clarke on the problems connectedwith caring for
the evacuatednatives. While there I interviewedsome of the
natlvet3,and talked with the medical offlcer8and various othc.rs
partlclpatlngin the evacuation,

The attachedmemorandum report of this visit Is forwarded
for your information,

poh’,CLARKSON
Major General,USA
Comiiander

Inc1:
Memo for Rcd subj: Vlslt to Kwajalefn
dtd 6 Mar 54

. -1-



HEADQUARTERS
JOINT TASK FORCE SEVEN
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDER
Washington 25, D. C.

6 March 1954

COMD

MEMORANDUMFOR RECORD:

SUBJECT:Visit to Kwa#alein,Friday, 5 March

1. Arrived Kwajalein 1000 hours and had an immediate corJ-
ference with the followlng:

2.

Rear Admiral Clarke, CO, Naval Station Kwajaleln
Brig. General Estes, Commander,Task Group 7.4
Dr. Thomas White, Health Division,LASL
CDR L. H. Alford, ~N,- CO USS RENSHAW (DDE 499)
Members of Admiral ClarkelsStaff
Local Representativesof Trust Territories

The followingwas determined:

a. The weather station detachmentat Rongerlk was
evacuatedby PBM on 2 Maroh.

b. The DDE PHILLIPS entered the lagoon at Rongelap at
dayllght,3 March, anchored near the village and evacuatedat that
place. The loading,of course, was easy comparedwith that at
Tftlrlkwhich took place on the lee side of the atoll over the f--.“5G
?.nopen sea,

c, The DDE RENSHAW evacuatedthe natives at Utlrik at
dayllght,4 March. The DDE was unable to enter the laBoon,
Landing partieswent ashore by motor whale boat and raft and were
met by Trust TerritoryRepresentativesand interpreterswho had
arrived by seaplanefrom Kwajaleln. All natives on Utirlk were
promptly evacuatedto the destroyerwhere all but the old and
feeble were given a bath. The childrenwere scrubbed down first
and thereafterthe grown people entered the showers. The children
apparentlytook great delight In playingaround In the water.

d. Aboard the RENSHAW the nativeswere fed fish and “
rice and ice cream and ate heartily, They were returned directly
to Kwajaleinwhere they were examinedby medical people and quar-
tered tempOIVirlly in a vacant barracks. They are to be moved to
a native villagewhere they will be quarteredin tents furnished
by JTF SEVEN. No sicknesswas observed,nor was any expected,
due to the comparativelylow radiologicalexposure of this group, ‘
However, it was rePorted that some small children.after arrival
at Kwaj&leln,showed a loss of appetite, ThiB
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the medical officers to the change of diet and native food Is
being obtained from the nearby native settlementon the Island
next to Kwajalein Island,

3, On this trip to Kwajalein I took with me Dr. White of
LASL and Major Crea from my staff who were to perform a water
and soil samplingmission at a number of atolls, all of which had
shown very low or no oontaminatlonon aerial survey. It was c?eter-
mlned that certain atolls were extremelyhazardousfor seaplane
landings, Since no material fallout had been Indicatedon any
of the atolls and time was not a factor, the followingarrange-
ments were made while at Kwajalelnwith Admiral Clarke. The
RENSHAW, then at Kwajaleln,was ordered by CJTF SEVEN to depart
at noon with Major Crea from JTF SEVEN staff to visit Kiklep,
Jamo, Alluk and Mejit to obtain samples. Major Crea was ordered
also to check a Trust TerritoryBhip (AKL) with approximately
50 persons aboard which arrived Utlrik 1000 M, Tuesday, and de-
parted 0700 M, Wednesday,and is now probablyat Ailuk. This
ship proceeded to Utlrik direct from Kwajaleinand most probably
receivedno significantfallout. Dr. White was orde?ed to deps.r>
at noon on 5 March (M) by seaplane and perform similar sampling
at Wotje, Erikub and Maloelap. It Is expectedthat previous
surveys by airplane of Inslgnlficantfallout on these atolls will
be confirmed.

4. It was determinedthat Admiral Clarke at Kwajalelnhas
taken every measure possibleto cooperate. He has accomplished
the followlng:

a. The previousnight he and his staff warned all per-
sonnel at the movies and clubs that no news Is to be allowed to
leak out in regard to the fact that natives have been brought
to Kwajaleln from outlyingatolls, It is certainthat everyone
on Kwajalein knows why these natives were brought In. All pemons
@n Kwajaleln saw the light in the sky and hear3 the explosionCIfl
the device. Soon afterwardtwo destroyersarrived with the na%:~rcs.
One cannot hide two destroyersand some 250 natives at a place
like Kwajalein,

b. Dungareesand other clothing were easily supplied to
the male natives to replace clothing that had to be decontaminated.
The matter of supplylngclothingfor the women and childrenwas
more difficultbut the familiesat Kwajalein,when called upon,
supplied more than was needed.

5, The natives are particularlyinterestedin the follow-
ing:

a. When they can get back to their home islands. They
have been told that it would be in approximatelytwo to four weeks;
A final answer cannot be given until Rongelapand Utirlk have been
surveyed periodicallyover a period of time and It has been deter-
mined whether it 1s essentialto keep them evacuateduntil the
close of the operation,

b, The nativesare concernedabout their animals left
behind. These consist of chickensand pigs. These animals are

\.’ fed almost entirely copra (dried coconut meat). The mati problem
,>,lll~tnlC1ltof EWVCY

-3-
l{i:,,~f,ri:tlloi!(;~

~,!~c;!!i~~



16 water becausewater ia extremelyscarce and kept under care-
ful guard and none was left where it would be accessible to the
animals. The cost of trying to supply food, but more especially
water, by ship, seaplane or airdrop for these animals would be
many times more expensivethan the coat of replacementat a later
date. CJTF SEVEN dO(?B not anticipatetaking action to care for
these animals.

c. The interpreterstated that some of the heads of
families had left money underneaththeir huts. This is their
only possessionof any consequence. Care will be taken to Insure
that any re-entryparties do not disturb the natives! belongingfi.

6. I interviewedthe magistratefrom Utirik, a native.
‘{esaid that early in the morning on the first of March, local
“tiime,he saw a very bright light in the sky and heard a bang
followed by a rumble somewhat similar to thunder but slnse there

. were no storm clouds in the area he figured it was an explosion.
He was on Jaluit during the war which was extensivelybombed end
he knows what an explosion is, He saw nothing come down from
the sky like dust or debris, He said that he had nevsr seen or
heard in previousyears anything like he had seen and heard on
;his occasion. He seemed in good spirits and with great delight
discussedhis reactions to the light and bang.

7. I interviewedthe top native from Rongelap through an
interpreter. His experiencewas similar except he obviouslysax
and heard more than was the case at Utirik. When I asked him
if he felt anything,he reached out and gave me a push. He ob-
served no fallout,

8, I interviewedWarrant Officer J. A. Katrol who is in
charge of the weather station at Rongerik. He said that he was
just washing up when the flash occurred. He came out with a towel
and the lightwas so bright that he held the towel just to the
bottom edge of his eyes. He did not have to caver his eyes but
was on the verge of doing so because of the exceptionallybrig?.t
:’.ightin the sky. He said that about 15 minutes after the flash,
the noise and shock arrived which were very noticea~leand shook
end rattled the buildings. He became very frightenedlater when
he saw the high reading on his instruments. Katrol reported
that he did not see particlesfalling as had been reportedbut
a haze closed in like a cloud and a dust was deposited on build-
ings and flat surfaces.

[
a. When asked or an explanationas to why the film

badges previouslyrepor ed to have been in the icebox had euch
a high reading on them, he explainedthat the man who took them
out of the icebox carried them in his pocket for a period of time.

9. CaptainHaight of the Division of MilitaryApplication,
AEC, who was sent by me to Kwajalein,reported in effect as fol-
lows. Health situationof the natives is satisfactoryan;h~;si-
cal examinationsare within normal expectedvariatlona.
were no symptomsof radiationsicknessas of 5 March. Some in-
fants seemed to be difficultto feed but this Is thought to be
due to presentvariationsfrom their usual diet. Procurementof
their usual diet is being accomplishedfrom natives who live on

--J c):partment ofEnCr9Y
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an Islantiadjacent to KwajalelnIsland. Present prognosis Is
favorableand morale seems to be very good.

10. I discussedthe problem with the senior naval medical
officer at KwajalelnNaval Station who reportedhe had found no
illness that could be attributedto radiation,although he Is no
expert In this field.

11, Admiral Clarke, the local Trust TerritoryRepresenta-
tive and members of Admiral Clarkeis staff feel that It is out
of the question to keep news of this event from leaking out.
There are some 200 familiesat Kwajalein. There 16 no mail cer.-
sorshlp. There Is constanttraffic on MATS throughKwaJalel:\
of transient personnel, I saw some 20 or more persons,mostly
:ailors,boarding a MATS aircraftbound f?r Hawaii, It IS in-
evitable that many Trust Territory people must ‘beconsultedend
Involved in evacuatingand caring for these n~tives,.

12, I assured Admiral Clarke and the Trust TerritoryRepre-
sentativethat the Joint Task Force would stand any e~pense frcm
Task Force funds over and above normal Naval or Trus~ Territory
expenses. This would Include rations, pay of lnterp?etera,a~,cl
tihelike, The Joint Task Force has already shipped 35 squad
tents from JTF stocks to house the natives, I have had In mind
that any natives who were strickenwith radiationsickness should
be alr evacuated to Trlpler Hospital. When questionedon this
subject, the medical people anticipatedthere probablywould be
none with the one slight possibilityof some of the young children
having to be alr evaciatedto Tripler.

/s/

P. W. CLARKSON
Major General,
Commander

USA
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