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t on Matters Related to Fall-out from Pacific Test
perations ‘

Dr. Bugher and Mr. Eisenbud reviewed at length the status

of various problems which have arisen asg the result of fall-out

from the Pacific test operations.

With regard to the contamination of inhabited islands in

the Marshall Group, Dr, Bugher reported that it appears to be

undesirable for the inhabitants bf Rondulap ntoll to return

;o théwisiiﬂd far éﬂyear. He discussed with the Commissioners
arrangements which are being made to provide them with another
suitable home until conditions permit their return. He then
reported on the health of the 1sland residents and of the

U. S. personnel now at Tripler Hospital and indicated that all
appear to be in satisfactory condition. 'The U. S. personnel
will be returned to duty when the present examination is
completed,

With regard Yo a petition which has been presented to the
Unlted Nations on behalf of the islanders, requesting that test
operations in the area be discontinued if possible, Dr. Bugher
said that 1t remained uncertain how the petition had been sub-
mitted or precisely who had prepared 1t,

Mr. Eisenbud then reported on the situation in Japan in
the 1light of his experiences in the early part of April. He
first reviewed at length events which had occurred aboard the
Japanese fishing vessel which received considerable fall-out
in the test area.and commented on the condition of its crew end
the course of their treatment in Japan. He pointed out that the

ianguage barrier had been the source of many problems in _the
’
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relations of American and Japanese medical personnel.

He then reported on the situation with regard to the con-
tamination of tuna fish and said that during his stay in Japan
ne had not personally examined any contaminated fish but that
it appeared certain that some contamination had occurred. He
observed that the Japanese anxiety about the possible consequences
of contamination had been caused in part, at least, by the pro-
spect of the cancellation of orders placed by American firms.

In the course of discussion on these matters, Mr. Smyth

asked to be provided with a report on fall-out on ships in the
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to the areas surrounding the proving grounds. (See minutes

of Meeting 982) He said that especially since the expedition was

to be accompanied by a number of newspaper reporters, and since

it appeared likely that extensive publicity would be given to

any developments unfavorable to the U, S. which might occur,

he believed that the position of a representive would be extremelr
awkward and therefore recommended that none be sent. As an '
alternative he proposed that AEC representatives meet with the

members of the expedition at Wake Island or at some other con-

venient place to hold unclassified discussions of matters of '
interest to them. The QGeneral Manager indicated that this was t of Eneray

Departmen

also his position con the matter. Historian’s Office
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Mr. Murray sald that since the State Department apparently

i

believed that AEC répresentation was desirable and uince that

agency was presumably in a better position to evaluate some
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aspects of such a Question than the AEC, it appeared to him tnat
& representative should be dispatched, Mr. Zuckert said that

1t appeared to him also that effective representation might

be most desirable, both in demonstrating that the U, S. is
w1lling to offer assistance 1n any reasonadle project of this
kind and 1In serving to set in their true light any unfounded
allegations which might be made a2s a result of the expedition.
Mr., Smyth indicated that he too was of the opinion that the

AEC ought not to decline to participate in any valid attempt to

. Mr, mpbell said that he agreed
that U. S. representation with the expedition would be appropriate
since the State Department had requested it, but that he would

prefer that some person who was not an employee of the AEC or
of an AEC contractor be sent.

In response to a question by the Commissioners,

Mr. Salisbury said that although difficulties might result from
AEC participation in the expedition, he was inclined to think
that on the whole these would be less serious than the problems
which might arise if no representative were sent.

The General Manager said that in view of the opinions
expressed by the Commissioners, the staff would make every
effort to insure that a representative is on hand to meet the
expedition at a convenient port of call, Mr. Campbell said he
understood it to be the intention of the Commission that the
AEC representative would not be obliged tc join the expedition
if he should conclude that its purpose or nature would malke 1t

unwise to do so, The other Commissioners indicated their con-
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