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MODORANDDM POR CRATRMAN SEABORS
TIHROUGH SENIRAL MANACER
SUBJECY: MEDICAL STATUS OF NARSEALLESX ISLANDS, MARCH 1964.

It is & pleasurs te Teport that the just eoncluded anmusl wedical
survey of ths Marshallese mativas exposed to falleut from the
March 1, 1954, shet revealed wo problems attributsble to their
radistion history.

The attached prelimimary record, prepared by Drs. Comard aad
Hicking, provides the significant details of the odbservatiocns.
A mers complets record ef the cbservatioms asd cenclusieas will
be published by Brookhaven Bational Ladoratery towsrd the ond
of the sumseT.

€. L. Dunbam, K.B.
Pirector
Division of Bielogy and Madicins

Attaclment!
Preliminary Statement of Conard amé
Hicking dated 3/15/64
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In Narsh 1964, & Conblaed Atmmia aergy Commissies and Trest

Tesritery awdical team castisd out the sumusl swryvey 8f the pevpls of
Bongelap Island, 10 years after tisir ascidental sxposuts to fallest
radistise. Br. ¥, Kmmstori of the Batispal lsstitute of Radiolegieel
Selanssa, Chiba, Japan, whe 15 ia charpe of the ennw:]l medice]l sxemi-
natisas of the leeky Dragen fishsrmen Lovelved ia the same secidsat as
the Narehellese, visited Rongelnp for the swrvey. Bx. Bodert Cemar< of
Breskhives Batisnal lidberatery, Bew Sovk, whe heads wup the A.K.C, medical
teoam, had visited Mr. Kumstori in Japzn for exmminztion of the axposed
Japsaanes fisherman prier te the Roagelsp survey.

The {ellowing ptetement soncerning the resuits of the survey st
Rougelzy; must be comsidared as prelimissry {a astuyrse sinse wost of the
dats oollests: hes yot €0 be analysed. During ths past yeor the psople
heve bosn woil with ao mejor epidamizs of discass. Tha peliomyelitis
wpiicmic which scewryed during the 1763 mirvey hzs basn ssmtrelied with
»e further eproad of the disaase. Tie wsusl ambsr of csases of wpper
vespiratery iunfsctions sad gastrventeritis were reported., Ome dsath hai
eceurved La &4 138 ysar ol exposed vamean, presumibly dus to seaility.
T™he wsual mmber ¢f sormal births ta beth axpesed aad wnexposed groups
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The ensnisstisns of the pesple Fevesled thst they ware gamsrsily
ia geod Mualth with sw spparent sutritieas) detisiemsise. v evidense
of emmewr or lovkenmtis wes dotested. Blight setardstisa ¢f grewth and
developunnt was agatis moted ia sems of the axpesed shildren, particw-
\lnﬂybm'hmmuu less than eix years of ege. Thyreld
l ss were fouad in thres cxposed girls, these ars being further

lustad, Thers weres ne ilisssses thet eould be directly related ¢

radistion expesute, Nesled falleut burns of Cthe akin, presest ia @

of poople, showed me iniication of ulcsvution or malignaaey,
gt.lmn.h hrthar plgmsatel chengss such o8 aeves~liks moles were aotasd,
émxysu of bleoc counts must bs swaited ©o sse L1 the slight depresaice
of bloed commts pravicusly soted stil! persists., Nossursmsats ef body
gm«a of iatersally deposited rasdietostopas will bs sstimmted frem
u-un sagples ebtuined fxem the pesple. It is plasaed thet sguipmeat
L{-m bs brought te Roagalzp is 1965 te rapert éirect dody msrsmremant of
intexmally cepasitel vadisisotepes.

Examinations #f Rongels; people zad Japanen: fishermen uxposed
falleut showes thet sinilsy effects of fallowt axposwuxs k¢ sccurred ia
both groups sad thet the dosesr of radiastien yeceived by the Seugelay
7eople vers geastsily sbout the semm as rezsived by the fisherasa.
Sisiler typas 8f fallowt buzms of the skin wers ebeerved,

Ths usual friamdliness snd cooperstiom o the BRangslap people wes
sgsin apparsmt duriag the preseat swurvey. A feast prepared jelntly
by the Rougelsp pespls and ths team wembers wes sajeysi by sll,
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he ehilizen recelved ssady sad toye. lvies wre showm svery evanling;
they ware guita popular, perticulerly with the shiléren.

During the swrvey the Baited Setises Missten 56 Shs Trust Territery
of the Recific Xelencs vistted Romgelap.
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Rebert A, Consre, M.B,

Nead, Atomic Energy Commissien
Medisal Team

Arcbati Ricking, Practitiemser
Read, Txust Txrriteory
Medisal Tosw
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