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RECOMMENDATIONAGAINST FURTHER TESTING
BIKINI ATOLLS I

P

Note by the Secretary

The attached letter from James K. Carr,

-J

Acting Secretaryof

the Interior,3.scirculatedfor the informationof the Commission.

The letter has been referredto the General Manager for . .

preparat~onof a reply for the chairman’ssignature.

V/.B. MCCOOl

Secretary
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENTOF THE INTERIOR
OFFICE OF THE SEORETARY
Washington25, D. C.

NOV3 1961

De&r Ur. Cha@man:

This Department18 deeply concerned over the poeelbilltythat ?
lhlwetok and Bikini Atolls,in the Trust Territoryof the Paoif’io
Islands,maY again be used for the testing of atomic devices.

We sincerely hope that any future tests conducted by the United
States will not take place within the Mst Territory. The
United States administersthe area under a trusteeshipagreement
with the United Nations and, under the agreement,1s directly
responsiblefor the well-beingof the people of Micronesia. Atomic
testing at Enlwetokand Bikini in the past has led to great concern
in the United Nations with respectto the dischargeof our obligations
to the Mlcroneslans,a concern which was greatlyheightenedby the
accidentalexposure of the people of Rongelapand Ut$rlk to radio-
active fallout in 1954 followinga test at Biklnl.

It is for these reasons -- our obligationsto the people of Micro-
nesia, who would have no voice, direct or indirect,In a decision
to test nuclear devicesin the area, and our positionbefor~ wo=ld
opinion as trustee for these people -- that we recommendagainst
any further testing in the Trust Territoryof the Pacific Islands.

Sincerelyyours,

/B/ JAMES K, CARR
Acting SecretaryOF the Interior


