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Or August 11, 1976, the Unders(,cretary of the Department of the

interior, James A. Joseph, the Deputy Undersecretary, Wallace Green, and

the Director of the Office of Territorial Affairs, Ruth G. \’anCleve,

journeyed to Eikini Island to meet with its current residents. The purpose

of their m.eetirr~was to convey information on the subject of the forthcomin~

move by the people of Bikini Island to Kili Island, and to respond to ques-

tions and hear concerns put to them by the people of Bikini Island. They

had earlier, or,August 7, held a similar mee~ir]~ with former residents of

Bil:iliiwtlo now reside on }:ili. The High Commissioner of tl,eTrust Territory

of the Pacific Islands, Adrian F’.Winkel, had been prevented by bad weather

in Saipan from joining in the visit to Bikini Island, but he had earlifr met

with the p..o;llcof Bikini, (,s~,ell as with other Ilikinians on K]li.

In 1946, the people of Bikini were removed from their atoll by the

U. S. Navy in order to enable the t!nited States to use the ate]] for a

nuclear testing pro~rm whicl] lasted until 1958. The islanders were moved

first to Rongeri\ then to Kwajalein, and ultimately to Kili. In t}IL,late

1960’s, i~ appeared that lCVCIS of radiation c)nEikini atoll were such that

the people could return to and use a number of the major islands of ttleatoll.

Begirlnin~ in 19f19, a CIC~il-L~ of the atoll end a rehabilitation progr:jm was

bc~!m. In fhp early 1970’S. Scr ?<l ini pe9[Jl,,were CY,F?CIF i..t]),l.,,J,..i

,,
‘?:!dine LLI J:-.; i.sl;:,CJ;,.Il,.i-:lL,:, ,-, -

.4.:.L.:LtJ LO .GjJplOXIItaZL,IjJ-J in i.~,o. 1n

1977, the intaLe of radionuclldcs by the people living on Bikini Islai)dha~

increased

tuted. AfI

o alarming proportions, anrl a r,ajcr feeding prog,rflmwas insti-

il, 1978 surveys shoved that the feeding program had not resulted
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in a decrease in the rodirmuclide body burden. The Department of the
&

Interior decided, in the li&ht of the evidence presented by the Departm,.mt

of Energy, that the people living on Bikini should be moved at the cnrljest

possible date. An aerial/radiological survey currently underway and other

radiological tests on Bikini beinp, conducted by the Dep~rtmellt of Energy

will determine whether Bikini atoll can, in tileforeseeable future, be

considered as a home for the Bikini pc6pIc.

Among the requests of the people of both Bikini and Kili !;asa

request for a statement in writing of the understandjniw ttla! the lcpre-

sentatives of the United States conveyed duriny, thuse

commitments that those representatives were w~lling

ing are intended to respond to the principal concerns

expressed.*

mecLin~> and of Ll,r

o rllakt,. The foll[;.-

thrn al)d there

Mr. Joseph and Mrs. Van Cleve, on behalf of the Covernmc,nt of the

United States

Territory, of.

and Mr.

ered the

Winkel, on behalf of the Government of the Trust

following assurances:

1. The Government of the United States considers itself generally

responsible for the well being of the Bikini people and their descendants

and, following consultation with them, the Government of the United States

will seek to arranEe their relocation, permanently, in the most satisfactory

r,sinnerpossible. The Department of the Interiol- will undertake to obtain

such authority and such resources as may bc required in order to meet and

-2-
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responsibility. The Department Of the Inte’rior’; ill call upon
.

of the L’fiftedStates Government to assist it, p:?rt~c.:1:.rlythe

Department of EneLgy, so as to assure that, aman:; other things, the c;cdical

n[~eds of th( current residents of Bikini Island cuntinuc :0 be met.

11. Bec.=iNscKili Island has, LIII,;I recent weeks, be.n re&ardc”d as

sc};ely a temporal-y relocation site for the pcaple of Bikini, the fhvern!:cnLs

ha~ ( ne~rel undcrtnken to construct pcrrn.nncnt fa(-iljties tilrr~, n<lr to ifit;,ro\’e

si~r,jficantly any of the existing Kili facilities. It is noliknnwn that

Eikini Island will not he fit for human IJabitation for deca.~es to come, and

on the basis of the most recent scientific lnformaLion, it appL,ars that Fneu

ls~and, in the Bikini Atoll, k,ill also he unavailable for settlement . 10

tl,c circumstantc<s, tl~efk,vernme:]ts und(r-.~taildthat some of t}){,Bikini p,oFlr

will choose to remain on Kiii indcfiniLely, and tl)eGovernments will accord-

in~ly urrderta~.ea program for ti~cperman(nt reh.,hilitation of Kili.

111. It is not yet possible to develop a per-manent rc]ocation plan

for the pco;,l<,of Bikini. That plan must await completion of tht a,.rial/

radic.logical survc,y that is no~- unclcr~’as,and th:: is expc,tcd to be cou-

pleLed no later than the early weeks of 1979. h’t]eltthose :urvcy results

art available and evaluated, and when any rcmainin~. scientific tc~ts folmd

necessary are also

occut- in the first

lc,location sites.

WiLil the people of

completed, all of which de~’c>loprncntsare expected to

months of 1979, it will b(,possible to identify safe

The Governments will then, following flJ]] consllltalion

Kili (including the current residents of Bikini Island

who will by then have relocated there), plan in detail for the relocation

30.
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s:ructiori because they can therei,ybe erectc,d with ~reat sp(c.d, and b.-c.iuse

the need for them should nnt he left ul)uwt during the se~eral r-n:hs durin~
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in the sprin~ of 197Q.

.

VII. ‘The Governments recognize that the island of Bikini and the

Bikini Atoll are places of uniq(]e importance to the people of Bi~illi and

their descenclents, and that it

to vitmwand visit Bikini, even

Trust Territory will therefore

sclled~,lcspernit, to transport

is therefore impcjrtant to then t,: .,,,i~

if only briefly. The Government of t},c.

arrange, when ‘1’ru.stTerritory :l;i~:,jn~,

Hikini RC5id{ ntS Iivinp, On Ki]i (jl;.]lld~ng

the current Bikini Island residents about to move there) for visits from

time to time to Bikini. Sucl,visits will nerL>ssarily be brief, ar:l it

will nor he possible for the Ei]:inivisiLors to resld~., even h~ic,f]j , c) n

Bikini Island nor, prc>bahiy, on Eneu Island. Sucll brief visits will,

however, occur from tiwt, t,.tir,<~, as shil~pin:, sch~,dnles reas(]nably permit

and as the wishes of the Bikinians indicate.

1’111. The, GOt,ernments recognize lliat the current residents of

Bikini lslsnd will encounter personal hardships, as well as certain

expenses, attc~ndant upon their forthcomin~ move. The Governments will

therefore, pay, as a lump sum relocation allowance, the sum of $100.72

per person, to the head of each family on Bikini Island. That sum is

not intended to constitute compensation, ill~}lc,Ieor in part, for any

damage tileBikini Island residents may be found to have sustained. It

is intended instead Lo be a one-time payment to facilitate their forth-

coming move to Kili Island. The Government of the United States has

arranged for the current Bikini island residents to stop at Kwajalein,

while enroute to Kili, to make purchases there.

w,-, il. ,’, , ,,, ;,).,, ,. .,.. ,. .,, ,..,~ j:,?,..,<? .-1t,,

iLVe. ‘Ihcy are intended to respond to the major concerns ex-

prc’ss(.dat the mc.(.til]~,on Bikini and Kf]f On A,,}:”:;t]1 .nnd 7, 1978.
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