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AL THE GOVERNMENT OF THE TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC I1SLANDS
CONCER: wis

MOVE OF TH¥ VYPLF OF BIKINT ISLAD, AUGUST, 1978

On August 11, 1978, the Undersccretary of the Department of the
Interior, James A. Joseph, the Deputy Undersecretary, Wallace Green, and
the Director of the Office of Territcrial Affairs, Ruth G. Van Cleve,
journeyed to Bikini Island to meet with its current residents. The purpose

of their meeting was to convey informstion on the subject of the forthcoring

move by the people of Bikini Island to Kili Island, and to respond to ques—

tions and hear concerns put to them by the people of Bikini lsland. They

had earlier, on August 7, held a similar meeting with former residents of
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0 now reside on Kili. The High Commissioner 1r
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of the Pacific Islands, Adrian T. Winkel, had been prevented by bad weather
in Saipan from joining in the visit to Bikini Island, but he had earlier met
with the people of Bikini, as well as with other Bikinians on Kili.

In 1946, the pecople of Bikini were removed from their atoll by the
U. 5. Navy in order to enable the United States to use the atoll for a
nuclear tésting program which lasted until 1958, The islanders were moved
first to Rongerik, then to Kwajalein, and ultimately to Kili. 1In the late
1960°'s, it appeared that levels of radiation on Bikini atoll were such that
the people could return to and use a number of the major islands of the atoll.
Beginning in 1969, a clean up of the atell and a2 rehabilitation prograr was
begun.  In the early 1970% . scro Bi)1ind people were ernloved o the proadert
ard ine Bibiing Istind po,wlctivn soncevated to approxinmately 145 in 1o70.  in
1977, the intake of radjonucljdos.by the people living on Bikini Island hal
increased to alarming proportions, and a majer fceding proprem was insti-

tuted. April), 1978 surveys showed that the fecding program had not resulted
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in a decrecase in the radiounuclide body burden. The Department of the
L

Interior decided, in the light of the evidence presented by the Departmont
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possible date. An aerial/radiological survey currently underway and other
radiological tests on Bikini being conducted by the Department of Energy

will determine whether Bikini atoll can, in the foreseeable future, be

considered as a home for the Bikini pedple.

Among the requests of the people of both Bikirni and Kili wvas a
request for a statement in writing of the understandings tha! the vepre-
sentatives of the United States conveyed during thuse meetings and of the
commitments that those representatives were willing to make. The follov-
ing are intended to respond to the principal e¢oncerns then and there

expressed.*

Mr. Joseph and Mrs. Van Cleve, on behalf of the Government of the
United States, and Mr. Winkel, on behalf of the Government of the Trust

Territory, offered the following assurances:

1. The Government of the United States considers itself generally
respopsible for the well being of the Bikini people and thelir descendents
and, following consultation with them, the Government of the United States
will seek to arrange their relocation, permanently, in the most satisfactory
manner possible. The Departwent of the Interior will undertake to obtain

such authority and such resources as may be required in order to meet -and

vl LS e, soet: s Loy thie Birind and Vi li o meetinwe, the foor
oilicers relerred to above were involved in a mojor airplane accident
off the coast of Guam. Althouph they were among the survivors, their
notes taken at the meetings sunk with the airplane. This statement,
drafted by Mrs. Van Cleve on August 15 at the Guarn Raval Hospitol ds
intended to be as full as recollections permit, but ip the circumstances
it may not he completc.
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discharge this responsibility. The Department of the Interior will call upon

-

cther agencies of the Urnited States Government to assist it, particularly the
-

Department of Energy, so as to assure that, among other things, the mcdical

needs of the current residents of Bikini Islund continue to be met.

11. Because Kili Island has, uni.l recent weeks, been regarded as
suiely a temporary relocation site for the people of Rikini, the Governments
have never undertaken to construct permanent facilities there, nor to improve
significantly any of the existing Kili facilities., Tt is now known that
Kikini Island will not be fit for human habitation for decades to come, and
on the basis of the most recent scientific information, it apprars that Eneu
Juland, in the Bikini Atoll, will alse be unavailable for settlement. In
the circumstances, the Governments understand that some of the Bikini poorple
will choose to remain on Kili indefinitely, and the Governments will accord-

ingly undertake a program for the permanent rehabilitation of Kili.

I1I. It is not yet possible to develop a permanent rclocation plan
for the people of Bikini. That plan must await completion of the acrial/
radiclogical survey that is now underway, and that is ewpccted to be com-
pleted no later than the early weeks of 1979. When those survey results

arv available and evaluated, and when any remaining scientific tests found

L

neeessary are alsc completed, all of which developments are expected to
occur in the first months of 1979, it will be poscible to identify safe
relocation sites. The Governments will then, following full consultation
with the people of Kili (including the current residents of Bikini Island
who will by then have relocated there), plan in detail for the relocation

of such Kilil residents as choose to move elsewhere, affording to them a

4

ebotoe amang the poscthle relevaiion sltes,  Thone ho cheose to remair on

art will boe accommonaies Lheie.
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cocrent residents of Bitini i-tand weadd prefer, Tooomce (Tey canaot renain
on Biktni, to live on Tncu Tslaad in the Bikind Atel1. AVihcanh the hoest

curyent inforemation sucgests that that will not be ocaible, 7F Voter

tests shonld show Eien can be saflcely lohited, 00 7 0000 s pled e et
all Bikinians who choose to do s0 nmay rmove to T, to (e Toil o0 ot thnt

the cice and rescoces of Tnou pormit,

V. 1In the moantime the Goverpuents hinve consirn fod tueate - ight
vinporary houscs on Kili, one each for cach foodly now residing o0 Bikini
Telind., This corstruction is expected to be corrloted eitter by oL day
on wiiich the Bikini Zsland residents retuvrn to Kili, or within a fow days
thereafter, depending vpon weather conditions on Kili in the last half of
Avgust, 1978. Because @ visit to Kili rveveals that certain necessary
cormmnity facilities there are cither seriously insdeguite or nonexistant,
the Coverneents will undertake Jorthwith the constructicon of certein tomporary
faci ities: a pew Jispensary, & new scheol, an addition to the church, and
an sddition to the civic acserhly buiidirp. These facilitics, whicdh are
cxpected to be conpleted by the {211 of 1978, will be of tis | rery cun-
struction because they can thereby be erected with great spoed, and berause
the need for them should not be left unmet during the several ronths during

which pernanent fTacilities are planned and constructed.  Sucl permanent

Facilities will be provided as a part of the rehabilitation of Vili reforred

to in gssurance nunber 11,
Vi. The Goverrwments recognize the nocessity of providing a dock at
Kili. They will ¢ ionnce fmeedicotely to conre the caginecering feosibhilicy

ol eveh & dock to b vmplored, Sood Zssuning both worincering Tonsipility
and the availability of the npecoscary funds, neither of which is expected

to joese a preblem, the construction of a deck at Pili Is expected to herin
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in the sprinp of 1970,
.

VII. ‘The Governments recopnize that the island of Bikxiri and the
Bikini Aroll are places of unique importance to the people of Bikini and
their descendents, and that it is therefore important to then to wule
to view and visit Bikini, even if only briefly. The Government of the
Trust Territory will therefore arrange, when Trust Territory shiroing

Pyt e .
on Kili (including

_____ s to transport Bikini Residents living
the current Bikini Island residents about to move there) for visits from
tiwe to time to Bikini. Such visits will necessarily be brief, ard it
will nor he possible for the Bikini visitors to reside, even bhricf{ly, on
Pikini Island nor, probably, on Encu Island. Such brief visits wilt,

however, occur from tire te tine, as shippine schedules reasonabl ermit
p Y

and ac the wishes of the Bikinians indicate.

VI1l. The Governments recognize that the current residents of
Bikini Island will encounter pcrsonal hardships, as well as certain
¢rxpenses, attendant upon their forthcoming move. The Governments will
therefore, pay, as a lump sum relocation allowance, the sum of $100.72
per person, to the head of each family on Bikini Island. That sum is
not intended to constitute compensation, in whole or in part, for any
damage the Bikini Island residents may be found to have sustained. It
is intended instead to be a one-time payment to facilitate their forth-
coming move to Kili Island. The Goverument of the United States has
arranged for the current Bikini lsland residents to stop at Kwajalein,

while envoute to Kili, to make purchases there.

Tl oo i ey e R AR e e T A% I ENEEEEATRN ¢ Tt et t o
be exhaustive. They are intended to respond to the major concerns ex-

presscd at the meeting on Bikini and Kili on Aupust 11 and 7, 1978,
DCE ARCHIVES
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