-
-3
"

ﬁr;iég;__#m“__ o -

P ;ﬁhe ZZLQ/

r.n'.r'(‘l.nn

Box /3

Volder_s¥ 48540 ll Tsluuns [279- (85D

]

D% ittt Yhies S

’ Dat
ROUTING AND TRANSMITTAL SUP ¢ 7/8/79 Cl lq

k1 m-mo oMce symbol, room pumber, Inltiais | Date
liding, Agency/Post)
3. Ruth Clusen, ASEV
"g Jim Liverman, DASEV

g Hal Hollister, SA/ASEV

4 Joe Deal, OESD

g Tommy McCraw, OESD
laction Flle Note snd Return
p.pproval For Clsarance Per Conversation
JAs Requested For Correction Prepars Reply
Circulste For Your Information Ses Me
Comment Investigate Signature
ICoordination Justity

REMARKS

For your info. Dr. Hugh Pratt, Dr. Walter Weyzen, and
1 discussed the Likiep situation during a meeting on
July 6 and Dr. Pratt and I met with Mrs. Van Cleve

and her staff on the matter that afternoon. We agreed
on a2 general course of action which will be outlined
in a letter from DOE to DOI. This letter should come
to you for concurrence shortly. The issue of a radio-
logical survey of the areas indicated and of the resi-
dents thereof has not yet been discussed with Interior.
I will be discussing it with our own people as soon
as possible.
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United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

Z

JUN 2 9 1979

Mr. Bryant S. Zebedy

Clerk of the Marshall Islands Nitijela
Post Office Box 24

Majuro, Marshall Islands 96960

Dear Mr. Zebedy:

1 wish to acknowledge on behalf of Secretary Andrus, the
receipt of the certified copy of Resolution No. 15 N.D.~-1 of
the Nitijela, "A Resolution requesting the Government of tihe
United States cof America to immediately conduct a
radiological survey in the Marshall Islands.”

.'I feel constrained to point out that paragraph 4 of this
resolution makes a very broad and sweeping statement, that
as far as 1 am aware of, is not borne out by recent
radiological data. This is the statement, "Whereas, recent
radiological data, accumulated by the United States
Government indicates an extraordinarily high incidence of
apparently radiological induced physical disorders among
Marshallese residents, outside what was originally thought
to be the range of contamination caused by the nuclear
explosions at Bikini and Enewetak; particularly, on Likiep
Atoll and Wotje Atoll",

Recently, when the Marshall Islands Political Status
Delegation was here in Washington, it raised this question
with respect to Likiep Atoll but the gquestion rested not on

| Ry i 5 4
recent radiclogical data accumulated by the United States”,

but rather on data collected by a Marshall Islands Likiep
survey team and presented to the Department of Energy and to
our Department by the Secretary of Foreign Affairs for the
Marshall Islands Government, Mr. Anton DeBrum, at a meeting

here on May 16, 1979.

ET T -
- -

This Department and the Department of Energy assured
Mr. DeBrum that priority attention would be given to the
request that a medical survey be conducted of the people of

Likiep Atoll.
LOE ARCHIVES
We will discuss the other aspects of the resolution, i.e.,

the'éa;tions requesting a radiological survey of the
Northern Marshalls, with tne Department of Energy. It
appears to me that most, if not all, of this request may

have been met by the recent radiological survey conducted on
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13 atolls in the Northern Marshalls. The preliminary
results of the Northern Marshalls Radiological Survey will
be available by Mid-July. You may be assured that the
Nitijela will receive copies of any report issved by the
Department of Energy.

In any event, both this Department and the Department of
Energy, have pledged to work closely with the new government
of the Marshalls on the gquestion of radiological matters and
we will be in constant touch with local government
officials.

Sincerely yours,
RUTH G. VAN CLEVE

Mrs. Ruth G. Van Cleve
Director
Office of Territorial Affairs

DOE ARCHIVES
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MARSHALL, ISLANDS NITLIELA
Office bf the Clerk of the Nitijela
Post Office Box 24
Majuro, Marshall Islands 96960

June 15, 1979

To: The Secretary
Department of Interior
C Street Between Eighteenth &
Nineteenth Streets, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20240

I, BRYANT S. ZEREDY, Clerk of the Marshall Islands
Nitijela, hereby certify that attached hereto is an accurate
and canplete copy of Resolution No. - , which
was duly adopted by the Marshall Islands Nitijela in its
1st Oonstitutional Special Session, on the 44t day of
v , 1579,

3
g

Bryant S. Zcbecdy
Clerk of the Marshall Islands Nitijela
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157 OONSTITUTIONAL SPECIAL SESSION, 1535  °° ROSCLUTION Bu. 15

' N.D.~)

A RESOLUTIN

Requesting the goverrment of the United States of America to immediately
conduct a radiological survey in the Marshall Islands.

~
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WHEREAS, 43 nuclear explosions were detonated by the United
States goverrment at Enewetak Atoll between 1948 and 1958, all without
the knowledgeable consent of the Marshallese people who were or could
have been affected by the contamination produced by those explosions; and

WHEREAS, 26 nuclear explosions were detonated by the United
States govermment at Bikini Atoll between 1946 and 1858, all without the
knowledgeable cansent of the Marshallese people who were or could have
been affected by the contanination produced by those explosions; and

WHEREAS, the effects of these nuclear explosions have been
disastrous, not only to the enviromments of Bikini and Enewetak, but
also to the people in the range of the effects of those explosions
beyond Bikini and Enewetak; and

WHEREAS, recent radiological date, accunulated by the United
States goverrment, indicates an extraordinarily high incidence of
apparently radiologically induced physical disorders among Marshallese

residents, outside what was originally thought to be the range of
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particularly, on Likiep Atoll and Wotje Atoll; and
WHEREAS, Likiep Atoll and Wotje Atoll are approximately 300
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progeny; and
WHEREAS, the nuwlear tests and the newly discovered apparent
effects of those tests constitute a serious departure from the cbligations

of the United States govermment to the people of the Marshall Islands,

DOE ARCHiyEs
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RESCLUTION NO. 15
N.D.=1

w N -

w0

10
11
12
‘ ' 13
| 14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

26
27

28
29
30
31

pursuant to Section 3 of Article 6 of Trusteeship Agreement between the
United States and the United Nations; and

WHEREAS, it is the primary responsibility of the United States
govermment to protect the health of the inhabitants of the Trust
Territory; now therefore,

IT IS RESCLVED that the United States govermment, with the

participation of the United Nations, immediately embark upon a radiological

survey of those waters and land areas in the Marshall Islands, north of
latitude B degrees North, including all of Nawu Atoll, to determine
the levels of radiocactivity in that area; to determine whether or not
there are new cases of contamination among the residents of that area;
and to identify those physical disorders in the residents of that area,
which may be attributable to the radiological contamination of the
environment caused by the nuclear explosions on Bikini and Enewetak.

IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED that camplete oopies of the findings,

conclusions and recommendations resulting fram such survey or surveys,

be delivered to the government of the Marshall Islands, promptly upon

their determination.

IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED that certified copies of this Resolution
be sent to the President of the United States; the Trusteeship Council
of the United Nations; the High Comissioner of the Trust Territory of
the Pacific Islands; and the Secretary of the Interior of the United
States.

@ >as adopted, this €. day of Jiose. 1979,
/A/ﬁ
Aﬁa;l Jirn‘jm,—Speaker
Aftest'ah ,‘: 3 14 ;-‘f
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Bryant S. Zebeay, Clerx



