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BIKINI RETURN DELAYED

The planned netunn in mid-September of the §inst official contingent of
some 150 Bikindans to thein home Atofl has been postponed to permit
complete analysis and evafuation of the Latest nadiofogical survey con-
ducted by ERDA on Bikind Atoll.

The Bikinians wene nemeved frnom Bikind Atoll, the site of 23 nuclearn tests
between 1946 and 1958, before testing began. 1In Octoben 1968, President
Johnson announced that the Bikinians would be able to return to their
homeland and dinected the Deparntment of Defense, the Department of Interdien,
and the Atomic Enengy Commissicn (now ERDA) %o cooperate in preparing

for the neturn. -

N
~

Two £8Lands of the Atoll, Bikind and Ereu, were determined in 1967 2o be
safe for habitation with certain restrictions necessary §or Bikind Tsfand.
Since the people of Bikind A/tcLi-pneuLoquy had thein main Living settlement
on Bikind 1sfand, they elected o haue a new settlement stanted there, with
the understanding that scme resthlctions were made and continued radic-
Logical checks wene 2o be made, both before and agter thein return to the
TsLand.

As part of the continudng monitoring of Bikind Atell, an intensive survey
conducted by ERDA in June 1975 reveals the precautionary measures accemrendld
An 1967 may nequine clardfdication. A studu cf the June 1975 data 4is undcrizy

4

and defdnitive necommendations axa.&xkecded di,ghout 6 rr.owthL.
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The Department of Intenion, with primany responsibility for the Trust

Tewwitony of the Pacific 18fands of which Bikini Atoll 48 a part, has

] begun construction on the §inst phase of the new settlement on Bikind

Tsand. The Department necommended this week that the §inst contingent

woiting on KL should defay the move pending further analysis of the

recent nadiofogical survey. District Aduiscn Oscar DeBuum, representatives

of ERDA, and fLegal nepresentatives of the people of Bikini are scheduled

Lo depart Majuno, the dibtnic;'é centen, the §inst week of September fon
KL 1sland. There they will discuss with the Bikind people the

| preliminary f4indings of the June 1975 survey prion Zo any nesettlement

necommendations. ’

Eneu Island, which Lies 4 miLes from Bikini Island and §onms part of zthe
overall habitable anea, has not been pLaced under any nestrictions. Funther

studies are under consideration.
DOE ARCHIVES
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FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF PRESS RELEASE WHICH YOU SHOULD RELEASE FROM
SAIPAN THIS WEEKEND TO NEWS MEDIA ON THE BIKINI RADIOLOGICAL
SURVEY.. PLS ADVISE US BY RETURN TELEX OF DATE GOF YOUR RELEASE SO
WE CAN ISSUE RELEASE HERE VEXT WEEK WITH SAME DATE-. TEXT FOLLOWS:

BIKINI ISLANDSRS RETQRN TO HOWME ISLAND DELAYED

THE PLANNED RETURN IN MID-SEPTEMSBER OF THE FIRST OFFICIAL
CONTINGENT OF SOME 1590 BIRfNIANS TO THEIR HOME 'ATOLL HAS BEEN POST-_
PONED TO PERMIT COMPLETE ANALYSIS AND EVALUATION OF THE LATEST
RADIOLOGICAL SURVEY.. IT WAS CONDUCTED IN JUNE 1975 BY THE ENERGY
RESEARCH AND DEVELOPHLNT ADdINISTRATION (ERDA) Sh BIKINI ATOLL-.

BIKINI WAS THE SITE OF 23 NUCLEAR TESTS (INCLUDING SURFACE AND
SUT-SURFACE BURSTS)> IN THE PERIOD 1946-58.. THE 3IKINIANS WERE

ML D FROM BIKINI ATOLL BEFORE TESTING BEZGAN.. THEY WERE
SUBRSEQUENTLY SETTLED TEMPORARILY ON KILI ISLAND, ALSO IN THE
MARSHALLS.  IN AUGUST, 1968, PRESIDENT JOHNSON ANNQOUNCED THAT
THE BIKINIANS WOULD BE ABLE TO RETURN TO THEIR HOMELAND AT A LATER
TIME.. HE DIRECTED THE DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR» DEPARTMENT
OF DEFENSE, AND THE ATOMIC ENERGY CONMISSION (NOW’ PART OF ERDA)
TO COOPERATE IN PREPARING FOR THEIR RETURN..

TWO ISLANDS OF THE ATOLL, BIKINI AND ENEU, WERE DETERMINED IN
1967 TO BE SAFE FOR HABITATION WITH CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS NECESSARY
FOR BIKINI ISLAND.. SINCE THE PEOPLE OF BIKINI ATOLL TRADITIONALLY
HAD THEIR MAIN LIVING SETTLEMENT ON BIKINI ISLAMD, THEY ELECTED
TO HAVE THE NEW SETTLEMENT STARTED THERE WITH THE UNDERSTANDING’
THAT SO{E RESTRICTIUNS WERE NEEDED AND CONTINUAL RADIOQLOGICAL
CHECKS WERE TO BE MADE BOTH BEFORE AND AFTER THEIR RETURN TO THE

ISLAND. :

'AS PART OF THE CONTINUING MONITORING OF BIKINI ATOLL A SURVEY
CONDUCTED BY ERDA IN JUNE 1975, REVEALS THE PRECAUTIONARY '

- MEASURES RECOMMENDED IN 1967 MAY REQUIRE MOIDIFICATION.. A STUDY

OF THE JUNE 1975 DATA IS UNDEZRWAY AND DEFINITIVE RECOMMENDATIONS
ARE EXPECTED IN ABOUT SIX MONTHS FROM NOY.. DOEA}{CHIVES

THE DFEPARTMENT OF THE,INTERIOR’ WITH PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITY FOR
THF TRUST TERRITORY OF THEZ PACIFIC ISLANDS OF WHICH BIKINI ATOLL
IS . PART, HAS BEEN CONSTRUCTING THE FIRST PHASE OF THE NEW
SETTLEMENT ON BIKINI ISLAND.. THE DEPARTHENT RECQMMENDED THIS WEZEK
THAT THE FIRST OFFICIAL CONTINGENT WAITING ON KILI SHOULD DEILAY
THEZIR MOVE PENDING FURTHER ANALYSIS OF THE R+ “CENT RADIO)OGICAL

SURV EY..
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,pzsrRxcr ADMINISTRATOR OSCAR DEBRUI4 OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS
CDISTRICT, REPRESENTATIVES OF ERDA AND LEGAL REPRESENTATIVES OF THE

 PEGPLE OF BIKINI ARE SCHEDULED TO DEPART MAJJRO; THE DISTRICT
ENTER, THE FIRST WEEK OF SEPTEMBER FOR KILL ISLAND.. THERE THEY

WILL DISCUSS WITH THE BIKINI PEOPLE THE PRELIMINARY FINDINGS OF -

THE JUNE 1975 SURVEY PRIOR TO ANY RESETTLEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS. .

ENEU ISLANDs  WHICH LIES FOUR MILES FROM BIKINI ISLAND AND FORMS
pPART OF THE OVERALL HABITATION AREA, . HAS NOT BEEN PLACED UNDER'
ANY RESTRICTIONS.. FURTHER STUDIES ARE UNDER CONSIDERATION::

END TEXT OF RZLEASE.' DOTA SENDS..
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