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ENIWETOK

An AEC survey tezm visited Tniwetok Atoll during May 11-17, 1977,

to conduct a prelirinary radiological survey toward developing a

more detailed furvey program to be conducted this fall in anticipstion
of decontuminsting &and rehabilirating the Atoll prior to returu to its
original ownevs. Sirmultaneous with the ARC survey tecam visit, the
Defense Nuclear Azency (DNA) was making preparaticns for a serics of
high explosive crateving experiments.

Complex radiological conditions exist on Runit Island (Yvonme), Friwetok
Atoll, due to several nuclear devices exploded on tunit from 1951
through 1958 2nd subsequent earth and debris moving activitics. The
historical records of operatione on iwnit contain some conitradictions
with respect to radioactive waste disposal, although several alpha waste
burfal grouads are known to exist in the Atoll.

The AEC's prelicinary radiolegical survey has located & plutonium bear-
ing s«nd layer outcropping on the ocern side of the Runit mid-island
area end, similarly, the apparent existence of plutonium fragmente and
graing on the 1slond surface. The areas containing these surface plu-
toniuw contaminntions are not yet clearly delineated but appear to be
extensive. Further, contaminated ecrap metal debris is8 located through-
out the Island.

On M=y 17, Mr. Roger Ray, Assistant Manager for Cperatiome, NV, arrived |
at Enivetok with a group of FEniwetokese council wmembers and their
lawyer, being escorted by Trust Territery officiale. The AIC rurvey
team briefed Mr. Ray on their findinge and their coacern abuut the
possibility of high alpha contamination on Runit Island. Mr. Ray then
bricfed a tecm of arriving workers from Scripps Institute and IMiA's
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Pecific Cratering Experiment (PACE) personnel on the preliwinary
findings of the AEC survey teem. DNA/PACE decided to continue thefr
work on Runit in prepsration for theilr high explosive excavation
experiments while the Ecripps Institute personnel decided to leave
the Atoll, The AEC survey team advised the DNA/PACE personnel that/J

they did not coneider PACE radioclogical precautions as adequate.

On returning to Kwajalein on May 20, Mr. Ray sent a meesage to Air |
Force uutherities recommonding that Runit Island be quarantined, J
This recommcndation wae based upon the fact that the road bewcer the
dock and the PACL work areas passes directly through the highly con-
tenincted area and that trucks end other earthmoving equipment wvere
transiting the contaminated areae and were being taken off Runit
Island to other ifelands. His recommendation indicuted the necd for |
cessation of all operations and traffic to Punit Island un:il sdenuate
survey and decontcmination procedurcs could be esteblished to prevent
further aggaravation through dispersion of contasmination to other
itslandeg end/cr shipping facili:ies.

The snalysls of several fragments collected by the AEC survey team is
now underway at LLL and ghould be avcoilnble within the noexe weoi.
Cther environmental samples collccted by the team will require scverai
weeks for snalyeis.

The Microuesian vigitors were not informed of this contamination
problen.

DNA has advised AEC that the PACL work on Runit has been discontinued )
and the Island ie under quarantine. General Carrocll H. Dunn, Director,
DNA, has indicated to General Giller that their immediate pluns are to
send a DA radiological survey team to Runit Island, wi:ch appropriace
AEC technical assistance, to cocaduct a dctailed survey of the TALE work
areas. The results of their survey will be used to determine the
feasibility of conducting the PACE experiment ag planned, or with appro=-
priate precautions or the necessity of sclecting anothex site.
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