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31 May 1973
In ReplyReferTo:
1-7119/73

SmithGideon
Magistrate,UjelangCouncil
Ujelang,MarshallIslands
c/o Micronesia LegalServices
BOX 376
Majuro,MarshallIslands 96960

Dear Mr. Gideon:

On behalfof PresidentNixon, I am replyingto your letterof 14 !Iay
1973regardingthe Resolutionof the Peopleof Eniwetokconcerning
the clean-upand rehabilitationof Eniwetok.

The Departmentof Defenseis indeedappreciativeof the confidence
expressedby the peopleof Eniwetokin requestingthat this Ilepartment
be the sole agencyinvolvedin the UnitedStatesGovernment’searly
returnof Eniwetokatoll. However,in the interestof that early
return,and in the interestof all concerned,it is necessaryto

)

functionallyassignresponsibilitiesbetweenDepartmentshavingpri-
mary responsibilitiesin specificareasof the totalrehabilitation
process. Accordingly,the Departmentof Defensein coordinationwith
the AtomicEnergyCommissionwill be responsiblefor the clean-upof
the atolland the Departmentof the Interiorwill carryout the
rehabilitationfunctions.

Be assuredthat the abovedelineationof authoritywill most effectively
achieveour mutualgoal - the earliestpossiblesafe resettlementof
the peopleof Eniwetokto the EniwetokAtoll.

Sincerely,

lJS DOE ARCHIVES T. J. Bigley

326 U.S. ATOMIC ENERGY RearAdmiral,USN

‘Rc~
Director,East Asia 6 PacificRegion
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