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liwYut Thamlnsimo
MEWETAK, Muahall Islands -

W people of Enemtak were ahlp-

C%;%%E%Whx,2H
mapona could be tested on their atoll
h tba Western Pacific.

1~ ~~~a We good flshlng lm.the lagoon. ●nd tie, forMWMan“important occa-
They also remember World war 11, Sh ewe-f hfe ftmtltude. _
mhen th had to flee to octlylng ls-

7 u ‘ p-d 9Jst*&o.q Llands an when some were killed - EACH AMERICANat the feast
,whether by Japstwae w Americans, Wa8 festooned with cowfte.ehell neck.
{t dld not matter, lo the old, lust re= ,kco~, 81ft@ of the EnewemkeIe. ~t~o

WMMINOTQN, m c. moat

<
Now some ofthem, 1$ of● *I of

30, have returned to Japtan, one of
the 4. tiny Ielande h the Enewetak
Atofl, to make 8 M4rt towmwl reaet-
ttlag thetr homdbn4 on a @a that
ttybb~wn og~:ije..

i ntctwtI* +el-
o#Me All” Ift *Mamhallaae, pr~
timed tho oign ●t the JS .

P●s the old chief, Johanes eter,pl%
bls people home Iaat month. Their re.

d

turn. long planned and even lOII er
fsought, is an experiment in the rc ta-

bflitation of i$land~ that suffpred the
mvageg of nuclear testing. Only time
●nd the

r
ple can deter@w how

man an to what extewt life on
Enewet&k - tir la the rderrwi

[spallihg now for what was nowtt M
Eniwetnk - W evrr be ttm .mrrw

f= taln,
Some of the peopl~ are old and

have memories of the palm and
pandanus, the dellcious coconut crab

‘h. +

tumhtg home maybe etttragh. - Ipeople who had spent ●n anha py,
rsometime hwterv 30 vrxm in exi e on

MANY MORE ARE yOtUt& but
since birth tbe idea of their homelend
f’ta:nen InHilled in them on an alien

t Many of the teen-agers are be-
lieved to be rentless for a more
“’modem” life on the bigger islands.
Even to, al! jdnetf In the expedencg
of homecomin .

%ThPy snn~ t e hymns of a refugee
people, hymns of longing and fcith
and thanksgiving. They cast a practi-
cal eye o~rvr the broad la non and

fd~nne growth of the small iq and’o in-
trwior, ftnding tmqwrt well water,
only ● few Co,.:’ullt

r
alm and ar?ow-

r(mt nnd on hi~.~dr-u t or pandnnis.
“Ve[y Siid wl)at has happened to

the islands, ” thr chief siud in an
in!mWOw after hwpectjng Japtart.
“’The; rut down mow of the trees. It
clrwnothmk Iiku when WP lfv~d here
I..,#,...- **

e.- .

Ujelann , 12S ml!es to the ~ou-thw-ast,
fwere of ering ifts to the people who

Yhad cmteed it a L
Chief Peter, now more than 80

years old - he is not nure of his age
“- said that he had no feeling of hate
for the Amerlcmn. “At one time they
tnok our Idamt,”’ he add, “We w~rc
not told wh . The Anmrknns came
and oald, ‘4 e’re go!ng to uoc your is.
lands.’ But now WY havr returned
‘the islands to us. We are here and we
ue happy.”

On Japtan the islanders have five
brig, low buildln s of ni.uclmrwlve

Ycorrugated stee , with concrete
flnon. one buildin is the mn~rnunity

Ycenter, pm’t achoo and pII, I church:
the rest are partitioned !nto living
quarters.

On the second day the people were
already settling iu. (N women were
fryiuR fish over open fires. Men were

Url.Jlr.
castin ~nets into the surf and hauling

t
On their fir~t evening here, on in mu, et

March 15,Aho pwple gathered in a
Eurher in the day some of the pee.

!
rove of palm by the coral shore and ,

p e were taken by boat to the main is-@nsted on roftst pig, ~o~onut crabo Iund, where IW Americans operate
t~ro, coconut pudding and Coca. Cnla,
Their host waq the American govem- ●n airfield, a radio onvigation station

rnent. which lm(! summarily ousted and a marine sciences laboratory.
Enstwetak. Ivinu 2.400 miles south-

them”in )947 and was now w~lcomin
them home, paying the way wit f
money and promises of a general
c!eanup of the entire ~toll, except for
at least one island that remains so
scarred and contaminated thnt it will
be used as an off-limit dumping

I
/

ground for radioactive waste%
Chief Peter, wearing a white shirt

west of Hon&&-and al~out’ halfway
to the Philippines, is one of the many
island groups, called atolls, that form
the Marshall islands im.t are admin.
istered bv the United States as Dart

BETWEEN 194U AND 19W the
northern Islands of Enowe@ wsm
rm?k+dby 43 naclenr Wta, including
the first explo~ion of the hydro en
bcmb. Through much of the 1U&a
after the United Statea and the Sovie;
Union agreed to a prohihitben on
atmospheric nuclear testing, the ia-
gmm continued to be used ●s R
.’catcher’s mitt,”’ as an American
official put it, for test missiles fired
from Vandenberg Am Force Baae in
Cnhfornia.

The Enewctak isles were a frail
hat)i;at to begin with. TWO of the

(
smaller ones were obliterated b the
explosions. Deep craters pock ot ●rm
The rusting wreckage of war and nu.
clear testing lies on the sand.

In all, the 40 remaining islands
amount to less than three square
miles of dry land.

Bikini, another atoll, was also used
for nuclear testing until an accident
there in 1954 rained radioactive fall-
out on a JaDanese fishinb? vessel and
the people ‘of a neighhc-ring island,
Rongelap, Enewetak, being more re-

Of the Tr-&l Territory of the Pa;iflc mote and having a huge airstriPt
Islanda. bore the brunt of the American test t

prouram.
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Japtqn was spared. It was never
used as a test site or a place for hous-
ing those who ran the tests, most of
-whom lived on the main island of
Enewetak. A survey in 1973 by:
American scientists found the radia-
tion levels of Japt+m to be the same
as for Seattle and less than for Den-
ver. Fish in the lagoon were found
safe to eat.

AS a’ result Japtan was selected as
the pohtt of first return. The people
●re expected to live there for at least
the next three years, while the other
islands are cleared of structural de.
bris and radiation hasards and re-
planted w;th food-bearing trees.

THE CLEANUP program, sched-
uled to begin next month, ia under
the direction of the Defense Nuclear
Agency and will be carried out b

rAmerjcan troops at a cost of $20 mi -
lion. The Energy Research and
Development Administration has re-
sponsibility for technical supervision
and for radiological monitoring and
surveying.

Life was htlrd on Ujelang, which
has only a quarter the land area of
Enewetak.

Not until 1968 did the people get so
desperate that they mounted a pro-
test.

THE ISLANDERS’ actions set in
motion congressional legislation in
1969 to pay $1.02 million to the people,
the money being placed in a trust
fund and the income divided among
the families, enabling them to buy
food and other necessities.


