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< ENEWETOK/UJELANG FIELD TRIP REPODT:

Rased Schedule:

December 4, depart Majuro, ar;ivc Kwajalein
Dccember S5, depart Kwajalein, a;rivc Encwc;ok (morning)
December 5, depart Encwetok, on Board MIECO Queen
December 6, arrive Ujclang - at Ujelang
December 7, at Ujelang - depart Ujelang '
_Deccmbcr 8, arrive Enewetok
Deccmﬁcr 9, at Encwetok

" December 10, at Enewetok (Japtan Island).
December 11, at Encwetok
December 12, depart Enewetok, arrive Kwajalein
December 13, at Kwajalein
December 14, departwaajalcin

MAJOR POINTS:

1. The £.1.5., Case three with all radiological recommendations it gencrally
accepted and the Engibl residents will relocate to other islands.

2, House sites by island and weto for all former Engibi residents were

determined.

3. All transfers from Enewctok Island home sites to other islands as fcqnested

were recorded.
4. FEncwetok and Medren Island will be the major residential island with

community centers at cach.

S. A rcalignment of thc weto's on Medren Island was completed for inclusicn in

- the final master plan. - . ROE ARCHIVES

-
.

6. A few pcrmahgpt houscs arc requested for siting on Japtan Island with full
knowlcdpe “that no cormunity facilitics will be constructed there.
7. The early rciurn to Japtan was stated as including 50 persons plus the

Distal's Rep's family. This will take placc as soon as hbssihlc hopcfully within

-

the first quarter of 1975,
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The party discmbark on the island and was grected in the traditional manner
including a review.of the island's choral groups. All members of the ficld trip

group introduced themsclvies and their functiops. It was stressed at this point
that Mr. Stewart from AEC was there to answc; any qucstions.conccrning the
radiological aspects of Encwectok Atoll. Later this day, a complete review of the
rccommcpdcd Areas by use; (coconut planting; bird egg gathéring) was given utiliczisg
81/2 x 11 prints of the slides originally presented during the September trip to

- Enewetok. The prints were passed around to all mecbers of the comrmunity present

and ultirately given the council for‘display in the village. MNo major questions
concerning radiation were asked at his time.

Mr. Theodore R. Mitchell, than reviewed his Washington trip in depth with the
following major points.

- 1. The legal return Cnewetok Atoll to the people was imminent with the drafting
and actual signature of the legal documents only remaining.

2. The rcturn of FEncwetok Atoll wbuld tc in three parts, (A) thé transfer of
title from D.O.D:‘tq the Trust Territory; (B) transfer of title from Trust Tcrfitory
to the peoble of Encwetok (C) grants by the Dri-Encwetok of use rights within the
atoll to various agencies of the U.S. Government and the Trust Territory as required
to facilitate the cleanup and rchabilitation and for any required long tern usage.
All parts would b done sinultancously.

3. Ujelang Island would not be deeded to thc.Enéwctok people at this;timc.

The T.T.P.1. had recommended its transfer to the people in rccognition of the damaye
donc in Encwet&k, but the foice of Territories, N.0.T. wished 2 rclcasc from
l1iability in return which Mr. Mitchell oppo§cd.~;A solution is to be .completed
following thc actual jnitiation and funding of the rChsbi]itati%gcﬁg%ﬁ{&ﬂ%ﬂVES

This promptcd major Jdiscussion within the Encwetok people in that they wished

sl

A s . .
to qucstion wos—swised—~ns a land rights determination wonld th€5 be cffected. It

wvas explained and stresscd that this was not a dircct transfer and actual
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.diviQual ownership of Ujelang, when transfered, would.bc an intcernal decision.
The transf?r would be from T.T.P.I. to thc Encwctok cormmunity as a whole. A
resolution by the council requesting D.0.1. to effect this transfer was passed
and a copy is attached.

The question of rcpayrment for indi§idual land loss or the preseht in-ability
to use a particular island or weto was raised and vigorously discussed. No firm
answer was given or was possible. I; was cxplained that-this compensation, if any is
dependent on the scope of the rehabilitation project and futurc radiological tests.
Mr. Mitchell explained that this was his najor\reason for opposition of the signing
of any release.

The Enewetok planning council than requésted thét ve fevié@ tHe eérly return
to Japtan, thus allowing then time to compféte_;abulation of the Engibi residents
ousing transfers. The preliminary operational plan for the early return was
discussed and the facilities layout explained. It was stressed that the comrunity
could by agrecment, be a maximum of 50 people plus the Distad Rep's fanily. " A
request was madé that this number be increased to at lcast 60, but it was explained
‘this was impossible due to T.T.P.I. logistics problens and D.N.A.'s requirenents.
It was further requested by the Dri-Enewetokese that when the T.T.P.I. initiates
the early return progran that the Enewetokese_be used as the labor pool wité the
Trust Territory furnishing the required supervision, materials and cquipnent. I
stated that the Trust Territory would be in agreement to this and that hopefully
in 2 or 3 months the move would commence. I stressed that the rcturn, by the nccess®
of thc agrecment between the T.T.P.T. and D.N.A.,was not possible until transfer of

“the atoll was completed. It was explaired that this relieved D.N.A. of responsibili
M 4

and made the T.T.P.I. responsiblc, this being D.N.A.'s main concern. Mr. Mitchell

voiced his opposition to this manncr of operation for the fcco';'d. DOE ARCHIVES
The pbssibility of limited cmployment by A.E.C. through the T.T.P.I. Arricnltur

'D;bartmcnt for the proposcd test planting program on Enniti was outlincd., fjuarther,

-mean af amnlavment or the use of D.N.ALF.C. facilitic
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on Fnecwetok Island or cnplcynené directly by the T.T.P.l. was possible at this
time. I also stated that purchase of a 65' Boat }or use between Encwetok and Ujela
was underway and more infornation would be mzde available at the time of the early
return. I s£atcd that funding by the T.T.P.I. of the maintenance and operatioﬂ
of this boat was not availahle under the present budget and that this also would
be discussed in more detail following procurement. The council than passed a
resolution, copy attaéhcd, requesting the Distad to utilize D;e—Enewetok for the
Japtan terporary recturn construction.

fﬁe remaininz time at Ujelang was spent gathering the finalized home sites
for all f;"ilies. This included both the relocated Engibi residents and other

families on Fn~wetok wishing to change sites duc to the prior relocation. The

prelimina:: . “u=i-ticn shoved a community of 66 houses on Enewctok, 47 on ‘tedren
and 4 on . . Tt was asrceded that the community center would be located on
Mwillimor . '=>wetok Island and Lowit Weto on Medren Island. No permanent

- community ?Ecili;ics would be conétructed on Japtan Island. Additionally, two room:
in additic: to the original house model were agreed to for a single family, and

the possibility of single additicnal rooms for.Z house model/family.units elerminatec
The planning council stated that no 111 will within the cormunity woﬁld be generatec

by the single largc family receiving a subsfantially loreer house.
BLST COPY AVAILABLE

The Vcto Allignment on the Island of Medren was changed drastically for reason:
not fully explained. Certain wetos were grouped into 2 single weto duc to common
ownership and other changes made. It was partly explzined that the actual order

and position of the weto subdivisions were unknown .at this time. This was accepted

- - - .

and house sites for all subdivisions will be shown as becing in a single larger weto
»

area with final siting reserved until the time of actual construction. Japtan
. b}
Island was presented by the council as being a single ownership parcel with

in_tcrnnl division by weto. g DOE ARCHIVES



tent'a T . su=

The group departed Ujelang in the carly evening of thc second day for
Encwetok Atoll arriving there the cvening of the following day. It must be notes
that somc of the merbers of the Encwctok council and the Magistrate had origzinally

requested to return to !Majuro and this was arranged, but at departure this was

two families cach with pregnent woren who wished to travel to the EbeVYe ficld
hospital.

A secondary trip to Japtan Island was rade upon the return to Enewetok Atoll
‘to finalized the physical layout for the operational plan of the Japtan Early Return.
All buildings and facilitic§ werc inspectcd and an on-site matcrial survey done
in view of the requirements of the temporary camp. Attached is a copy of the

final operational plan for Japtan.

-
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