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Those present at the meeting included: -from 7Ly Drs. Boad, Cronkite,

Fohn, and cogard; from DOI, Janice Johneon; from EX4, Drs. Burr (who

Conard gav.a a handout of suggested topi;a foz diccussion along with
copies of some pertinent material and then presentcd & reviev of the
Lavante occurring in the recent medical survey in the Marshall Iolends

in Ham 1-April, as background for topics to be diocusocd. A brief SuUNmATY

of discussion of major topics follows.

S

Puture of BNL Fedical ProgL am in the Harehnll Islnndsg

_ With D;: Kaudsen, the resident physician 1n the ¥archell Icleonds,
llaavi.ng the progran at the end of the year, nnd retirencat of Dr. Conard
scheduled for January 1979, recruitment of.ome of more physicians for-the
progran will be necessary. Should the positioxi of resident phyoician be
eontinuéd? Is it necessary to continue four yearly vizita 1o ’nc:::a_lnp ’
and Utirik? The following alternatives were diocp.ned:

1. Recruit two physicians to relieve Conard and Knudson &nd continue
the program as before. The resident physician might to acquircd ca a
year-to-year basis with the help of somo group, such £3 the Univeroity of
Bevait or the Public Bealth Service,

2, Have only one physirian in the program vio, in addit;on to adminis-

tering the program from BXNL, would vieit the islcndo biannually for a

_ ‘Motts on ERDA HeetinLto micuu Prohlens Concer'm-\g; '; ' }

R I (c.matm'..luaqmd. Ty 683, v |

F)\und the meeting), Weyzen, Forster, and Messrs. Ray, McCraw, and others.
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medical nurvay in HAtch-April. The Trust Territory uould. bopefully,

Septenber checkup on the people &nd organize aﬁd_hat;y o&t,tha’:nn&al :

fi11 in for the other quarterly visits to the outer iolundn.

3. As in 1, except recruit a paramedic 1n§tood of a physicien §
to be in tﬁe islands, and make éhé quarterly vigico including as&istance"
to the physician on the September trip and the annual survey. Altetnatgre
3 seemed to be favored, The concensus was that qurvtorly trips e¢hould be

continued 1f poasib%e. BNL would explore further theoa poosibilitices. It

was pointed out that if the quarcerly trips were cbandoncd an explanation.

ot -~
4

. )
to the people would be necessary.. In any event, a letter to Oocar deBrum

concerning the future status of the medical program would be desirable.

The question was raised as to whether, from the rescarch poiht of view,
ERDA might have gocteh “nearly all the mileage" out of the progrem and
another organization migh;-take over. It was pointed cut that with the
‘1ncreésing development of hypothyroidiem in many exposcd pcéple and the
continued development of thyroid nodules there was, if anything, an in-

. /
crease in research interest in the program. r

It was agreed that ERDA should support further trainiey of ca2 or kpore
Marshallese personnel, perhaps at the University of Rzwall, to participate
in thé wedical program in the islande. Such training would be pricarily

for general health care, but also include some ecpcets of radiatica and

‘its effects. Purther exploration of this program chould be pursued with

the Trust Territory.
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Lettor to the Mspistrate of Utlrlk ! ‘ P ’ R

At the time of the March curvay. tha Utirik Counfil tequootcd s

|
letter as soon as possible as to uhether 'ERDA vould obtain a roliof

physician for Dr. Knudgsen 4in order for continuoticn of the quarf-rly

! ',u

visits to their {eland. If no replacement van intcnded they stotcd

they would attecpt to locate a doctor of their own for this purpoce.

. o e AN
A draft of a a letter to the Magistrate of Utirik was presentod and

. v
since there was some objection to the wording of the ittter, it was to
: ' i
be revised by ERDA. '

D
[
.

The ERDA answers to the letters from the pcopla of Ronpelan pad Utirik

It vos agreed that ERDA needed to revise the prcecnt drofts of the

answering letters in the light of the results of this cchting and recent

1
evente.

. { .
Responee to Bakal and Bakal (law firm) letter roenrding prndipa

~gult by the Utirik people against ERDA : ('

Ao answer prepared by ERDA lawyers at Las Vegco‘was reede Thae
letter outlined the concern and support (medical, etc.) cZ the Uiirik

people by ERDA (AEC) over the years.

Thyrofd Control Study

It was pointed out that more information was bcdly nceded on the
general incidence of thyroid abnormalities in the unexpoccd larshallese
people in order that findinga, particularly in the Utirik population,

could better be evaluated with regard to radiation czposuza, [Luring the

DOE ARCHIVES
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past .umy, opa 300 unoxposed peopl. of- Utitﬂf aml_tongolay nbta 1ac.1uded

c : .1““,“

in s thyroid su 'u}. “It vas poinncd out tbnt tbetn -1ghz‘bo Qerb'pa a

I

dozen peopla in the- nex; two yearﬂ tnlthis g?nvﬁ on uho: thytold .ur~ery .

would be 1nd1catod. It vould he desirablo tf huve ;hrsa patiento tcken -
NI

perhaps to Triplor Arny Bospital in Bonolulu, usins ths same uurccon and

-pathologist who hava been involveq in the progran. DEER agrccd to give

thia program further serioua consi&aration.
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‘Briefing at D01

The DOI rcprescntotive auggested fhat a bricfing of Mr. A. Winkel
(new ﬁ13h Cornissioner of ;he Trust Territory) aad lizra. Ruth Van Clove
(new Director of Office of Territories at DOI) by coma [RDA rcprccentatIVesb

) LI
would be helpful, particularly prior/to the UN mcctings 12 Mow Yo;k. -One

of the topics to be diocussed would be the PrOblCuﬂ ascc*tathd wich the

Congress of Micronesias PL-5-52 (concerning certain bo.pitul bcnefits to
Rongelap and Utdrik people). Thjre ie a disparity betuc:n the Congress

bill and the RRDA-TT agrccmeni vhich vould seem to indicat> a possible

_ :evision of the bill. Ccnsressnmp Baloa haa 1ndi:st"1 that ha folt tast :

such a revision would bo required.

Bx gratia cornensation bill for Rongelap and Jttird) pennin

At the rcquest of DOI, an updated summary.of radiccl {indinge was
prepared. It was pointed out that the lists of pcople with {indings were
continuously being added to. Only 23 of 65 exposed Rongclap pcople now
living are not listed as having thyroid sbnormalitfes. The LOI repre-
sentative recarked that the so-called Burton bill wzs sn omnibus bill

3% ARCHIVES
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S .; :' covotlnz aevaul dit!femnt lhnluu Ilhnd ‘compmnn;(;" Oopu!. J.ncludlnx
| ‘ the ex Bmdﬂ Aﬁq)cnhuon ot tbe kongelap pnd L'E;*z&k raopla for ,rﬂilp.‘lon

r’ . 1n_1uries. The bi had ready been approvul by the I!om;a of Bcprcc..ntntives. ,'
? i ' |

Unfortunapely, t ¢.hang in uordlng euggescod by mum bad oot bcen included

' in the vaxsion ptwocd. It ie‘ understood that soms chanzes mey still be

E ‘L . : euggeatcd befox’\ tha Bmute conaideration of tho bill.
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Annual medic'\l rh-c‘tupa on Bikini and Eniwctnk pf‘ﬂp]e B - ‘

Since the Bf‘[dni and Eniwetak people were mot expoccd to rodiation at

the time of the ac’:cldent, as 18 true of the Rongelap and Utirik people,

-—

medical emminationa would not be justified on the basis of possible radiation
\

effecta. However, the view has been expressed that thaa dicplaced people

-

should be conaideted as a special group of Marghallepe, and the fact that
thay vill be livi.ng on uzlqndn that have been contqainatcd would uarrant :

annual medical checkups for paychological reasons (reassurance) if for

a e — - p——— .-

" nothing more. /. It was noted that the Bikin{ people have roavssted by letter

. 3
that the BL xindical growp visit them, also that Coagrezcman Lalos has

1 L .q,publi,cly ozprcpacd di..mpointment that the Enivotak progzaa doce not oo

b include modical examinations of the returning people. Tae Clairman gaid

that DBER would give this subject further comsideration and report on

their conclusions later.

o N

Bioassay program - Bikini and Eniwetak DoE ARC}‘“VES -

Bikin{ =~ A lettor to Dr. Liverman was prescatcd with tables of 13709

and Py findinga. The ﬁcmaae' in 137Cs body burdcns of the Bikini pcople



e gy
.

—— e pr——a— -+ ——— o

R et A AR b
c e

. LR . f e 3 +
N ., o N .‘. Cen et e
R ICIL SRR C e o Ee g e el
e « S : Yy CLod ot I 6‘ R R
R T B R R T b A P
P L. .. LI 4 L. ‘
: Ve et ' i, ' bt e

- . » D. ; . ® -
. S /.' P . J
S . {'.q..: RIS o . "’;_‘,‘
o . A LI S R
e \ l ‘. + o g-- -'._ . 3

> :

1(1.0-12 tian tho 19714 lc:oh vlth some pooplo ncor tha MPC) vds ccnoidorod

’; {. Y oerioua ﬂ\ndtng, 1119 pcople admitted that t‘!.y: hcd lvﬂan e'ltins Aha
e %

forbidden pandanus and bmadfrult vhich could account ,or ths i.ncma.cd
i

‘ '!;body Turdcpso Wlth rcgard to Pu,: the problem associat 4 widx’cotting
aufficient urine sanplon for analyaia by “clean" technigua, co reco**ended
by TIG group. vas ncntionod and further conaideration cust be given to

,; acquiring adequate sanplos.- The Bikini situatton vould vacd C3t0£u1

4 R

'cunaideration by tho ncw standing committea to be for**d a8 dcacribod

A
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\ Enivetek = DOE§ thinks it urgent to have whole body counting done

4
'

', om the returning Enivotck people within several months. It vas agrecd

) ;hat'BNL chould arrange to have this done, using the existing whole-body
.
4

counter trailer which vould;be eet up at Eniwetak. Coct for ncw qlectronic
equipmeﬁt woyld be provided by ERDA. The present bioassay program (includ-
-ing sick call by physicians) would continue at Bikin{ for tho present, but
the Bnivetok bioassay program would not be connected with physicians.

The eubject of bringing some Bikini pecple to New York for Snvivo .
U am counting at NYU vas discussed - and the opiulon was expressed tuat LaLs | .W’

might cause undue concern on the part of the Bikininna. The possibility

of btingidg non-Bikini people back for counting was suraested,

Decision-making responsibilities IR - .. DOE ARCHIVES
Responsibilities for radiation assessmont in the Narehell Tolands
in ERDA has been divided botween DOES and DILDR. DOLS gcathers radiolozical

data from different laboratorfes (BNL - Terrcotrisal, University of
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Haahl.ngtot\ ,‘Huri.no Smli;x'\g, and Lmenco Limmorc IQFogat";' hod "“"a e ‘s":‘.' N

Maeanmcnt) and bpsa datq

of ecientific intcrost, £r l"‘a re’carch poﬂ:nt
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The nsad for a atanding conmittee for ovorall eValuatioa of tbe : R
enviroe. :ntal and personnel radlological monitoring dat,a vas c,,rood to :
. “be urgont. Perhapn bnth intra-agency, as vpu an mtcbnganvv, co:ntttcea =
: R S TN
*ulth doctston-mkinc powors vould be nﬁacaoonv, g 'nw L“".& *c'-:i t,,.:a .oul.d R
carry out at least ennual revievs of radiological data end tho Chniman
advise on recommendations and necessary action. ¢
- | Robert A, Conard, M.D. - P
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