UNITED STATES

ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20545

MAY 1 1964

Mr. Atajli L. Deles
Ebeye Village

Ewe jalein Atoll
Marshall Islends

Pear Mr. Bales:

Your lstter of April 13, 1964, to ths President of the Uunited
States has besa referred to me for reply.

Br. Robert Comard, Brookhsvem Netiomal Laboratory, Leag Islend,

Bow York, who has just veturwmed from his yesrly visit to the

Islands and believes he knows you, has sdvised my staff that with

ons exceptiom there are mo restrictions om what the people of Rongslap
may eat because of radiocsctive eontaminstion. 1 wnderstend that the
pecple of Romgelap have been sdvised mot to est ecocomut crabs.

As you probably kmnow, the United Btates, im August of 1963, signed
e limited muclesr test ban tresty with many othsr astions, which
prohibits suclesr testing fn the stwosphere. Thus it is clear that
the United States has »o presemt intemtiom of oconducting any tests
of meclesr weapons in the Marashall Islends.

You may be fatsrested in kaowing that the Puited Stgtes Cougress is
eonsidaring seversl bills fin cemmection with the Marshallese peopls.
A dill, K. R, 1988, to ocompensats inhsbitants of the Rongelap Atoll
for vedistion exposures sustaimed by tham s & vesult of a2 thermo-
meclear dstonatiom st Mkimi Atoll om Narch 1, 1934, passed the Rouse
of Rapressmtatives om April 1, 1963, and has been referred to the
Senate for ecounsideration. Another bill, W, &. 2072, to sssure payment
of just eompeasation for the use end occupsncy ef certaia lands ia
Busjslein snd Delap lslands by the United Stetes en or before April 1,
1946, passed the Bouse of Representatives on May 6, 1963. This bill
$s slso in the Senste for comsideratiom. As you know, these bills do
wot became law, however, wntil they are passsd by ths Nouse of
Representatives and the Senste and ars signed by the President.
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