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1. Attached h:zreto is a dvaft of a letter which this head-
quariers proposes to send to the lanzrer, Sznta Fe Opcrations Office.
Copics will be distribatzd to the azencizs indicated. It is roquested
that you return this draft to this headq.artsrs on or before 28 June
with any corincnts or sug cstiors which yoir wish to s Lnit,

2. Anocher copy of this draft letter has boen sabriitted to
General Fields, DA, USASC, for his comients,
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DRAFT

CUZJLLT: Responsibilities for Care and Disposition of Native Inhabitants
of Rongelap and Utirik Atolls

J-B/ lc7 3

TO1 Vanager
Santa Fe Operations Office

Rox 54,00
Albuquergue, New “uxico

l, ¥r., James E.‘Reeves of your agency telethoned this headguarters
16 June and dlscussed with Colonel Dyars, J-3 Division, Headquarters JIP
SrVEi, the ststus of !'r, Tho:iis A, Hurdlson as representative of General
Clarkson on matters concernding the care and dls;csition of evacuated na=-
tives. The question 1s pertinent slice you assu-ed on 2 June full respcn-
sibility for all A:il rmatters pertaining to the Facifie Proving Grounds,

2, Cn 14 Yay 1954, CINCP\CFLT reacuested CJTF SEVEN to advise that
agency of the nazs of the jercen viho vould represent CJTF StviN in the
Form.:ird /rea after the peroonnel of lcidsunrters, JTF SEVEN returned to
Vashinglen, In order to acvold the nece:city of lesving indefinitely at
Enlwstok a staff'officer of this hcidgrarters, CJYF SEZVIT] design:zted Vr.
Hardison his reprecantative at Zniwetok in connection with the disposition
of rotive Intabitunts of Pongelap and Utirik 2tolls, Mr, Eardicon visited
Kwajsleln and 'z2furo 2to0lls scverzl ti-:s =1l vas eilnently we2ll-gualified

Department of Enerty
to act as representative of CJTF StV in this matter, Historian’s Offine

3. is you know, the nntive inhzbitzoats of Utirik Atollaggggugzen re-
turnad from Yvajeleln to their howz is12nd., The native inhatitants of

Fongelap Atoll have teen ternperarily relocated for a period of absut one



gagghCTx Responsibilities for Care and Disposition of native Inhabltents
of Rerngelap and Utirik Atolls
year on Ejit Island of ifajuro Atoll, while the radloactive contamination
of Tongelap decays to acceptable levels., It is not now contenslated that
extensive constructicn or repzir »ill be necess:ry on Rongelap Islund when
the inhzbitents of that stoll zre returned to thelr hoies, Conscqﬁently,v
{t 1s doubtful th.t Uoluscs wnd Harver, Ine., @nd the AfC Roisident Mmglncer
2t Tnivebok will ba cnlled wson to toie further actlon in rezard to the
care and dispositicn of the nstives, !'r, inrdison is, therefore, relieved
of any responuvibility as CJTF SLVIN representative in this rotter. The f
Co:rzander, Tesk Group 7.2 will repgresent CJTF SLVEN at tnlwetok on any. )
problea vhich wdght arise in regard to the natives, -

L. The rzopoasibilities of fnterested 4 cicles lor the cenbinued
c.re and dis_ositlcn of the natives of Tongzlap «nd Utirlk itolls are de-
1ineated for your Infori+ticn as follows:

a. CLCF.\C h1s overnll respensitility under the Departncnt of
Tefense for the coipletion of the project for ths rcstoration of atolls,
vith 278 ascistance, and f§r the raturn of inhsbitants, CICFLC delegnted
to CI CF:CPLT its responsibility in this ccnnection. CINCP-CFLT instructed
€O TIAVST Xt to coordinate and act as its local representztive in the dis-
chirze of CLICF €FLT rezpenciltilities in connecticn with the dieplrccd na-
tives, OGO [.V37Tir4d desionited LCIR Tebert ¥, Tells the Froject Cificer

Department of Energy ’

to represent CIICFACFLT interests, Historian’s Office

b, The routine welfars and care of a11F§§¥§%§§1 Islznd natlveas
ars continuing responsibilitles of the iiigh Cosdssloner, Trust Territory

| of the Pucific Islnnds, as agent for Tepzrin:nt of the Interlor.
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¢. Tho Divislion of Elology and Medicine, ArC, will continue to
roniter the jhysical condition of the niatlve inhzbitants of Rongelep and

Utirik Atolls who were exj;:0scd to radicactive contailnzticn as a result

of the first shot of the CASTLE series, Partles of m2dlcal end radsafe

perconnel undar the dirvectlion of Division of Pielogy end Medicine, ARG,
v111 visit the notives and the etolls cenccraed perifodically in order to
observe the medical y}ogress cf the natives and to ascertain the earliest
possible tire for the rcturm of the Ienjelap natives to their hores, The
first vicsit of this Ail-gponsored grcup is plinnced for fuzust or Septezber
of this year. Feprescitatives of thls hendjuarters wlll acconpany the

LG party.

d, JiF S:2Vid naturally has a costinulng 1.t-.c:t In thls nmatter,

JTF $=vii hns furnished funds to pay certaln medleal expcnses for the natives !

vhile &t Kwajaleln, for the precurenznt of livestock to reploce that lost
&s a result of the contzinotien, for the construction of a tezporary vile-
lzze at 'ajuro 2toll, for the puwchase of food and clothing su;;lies, and
for cth'r pup‘osés. JiF £°.¥VEN vwill contirve to provide funds for the pro-
vision of food for the Fongelap natives vhile they are at Kajuro and will
ray for initial fcod etocks when thzy zre relurn:d to thelr hores. CTG
7.2 +31Y v, vecoat Coir & VI at Tl ctcok in connccticn vith dispositicn
of Utirik e&nd hionzclap natives in the event any problens aris% E%%&%,can

Department 0

and rust be Lindled et the Pacifie Proving Grounds.  Historian's Office
ARCHIVES
5., &arta Te Oz-rations Oifice has 1o routins responcibilities for
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the contlnued care and disposition of these natives. The erection of the

teiporary village at Yajuro under the supervision of Ur. Hardison was par-

fored with pro-ptness and efficiency. According to reports rccelved here,

the construction is excellent, The assistance and cooperation provided by

Ur., Hardleon and his assistunts 1s greastly appreclated,

FC 7l CO7 UUWIURs

Copy Furnisheds F, 1oGUIL3Y
CL.CPACFLT 'ajor Ceneral, U.S. Argy
COIZIAVSTARCAd Chief of ftzff
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