
—.
. . .

k- .

.f

..----

+l----P-

/71~1~
UNITEDSTATES oo71r315

g ATOMIC ENERGY COXL!ISS1ON
Washington, D.C.c>b.-4:..-,,

:&-3~0 , TION F THE PRESS FOR SIMULTANEOUSRELEME WITH
/-.c.,.’@i:pb; , :,:,3;;;;08 USAECRELEASE NO. 69, at 7t~opMs

r

@ j? - EST, MONDAY, DECEMBER1, 1947
_ .e- Iv” &

~~~~

Jw [::~; -$ ~“
$JJ :.! m RdATIoNFoR THE mss mmm IN 00LLABORATIONwITH Tm~?
utn ;:, ~ /Jdk MENT OF STATEAND THE NATIONALMTLITARY ESTABLISHMENT

STATEMENT OF THE UNITED STATESATOMICENERGY
ESTABLISHMENT OF PACIFIC EXPERIMENTAL INSTALMTIONS

the installations now under construction in the Pacifio
area for the continuing conduct of a wide range of field

work to e~tablishby experimentationthe indicatedresultsof laboratorystudies
carriedout in facilitiesof the Atomic Energy Commission. The scientific and
technical operations of the provinggroundwIU providenew fundamentaldata
and a broader undsrstsnding of the phenomena of nuclearfissionwhich will
facilitateadvancesin peacef~ as well as in tiitary applicationsof atomia
energy.

All test operations will be under laboratory control conditions, with
full security restrictions as required by the Atomic ~ergy Act of 1%6.

The area of the installations will be closed as a safeguarding measure
as provided for in the United Nations Trusteeship Agreement for the former
Japanese mandated islands, and the Security Council.of the United Nations will ‘

. .
be duly notified to this effect.
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EniwotokAtoll was selected as the site for the proving grounds after ‘

the carsfulconsiderationof all available PacificIslads. Bi~ni iS not s~tab~e
ES the site since it leeks sufficient land surface for
necessary to the scientific observations which must be
sites,Eniwetokhas the fewest inhabitantsto be cared
what is very importantfrom a radiological standpoint,
are hundreds of miles of open seas in the direction in
radioactive particles.

the instrumentation
made. Of other possible
for, approximately 145, and
it is isolated and there
which winds might carry

Construction will be supported through the Hawaiian Islands, Johnston
Island and Kwajelein Island.

The permanent transfer elsewhere of the island people now Mving on
Aoaon snd !3iijiriIslands in Eniwetok Atoll will be necessary. They are not now
living in their origl~l ancestral homes but in tempor=y struct~es provided for
them on th~ two foregoing islands to which the> were moved by United States forces

during the war in the Pacific, after they hd :cattered throughout the Atoll to
avoid b.ing pressed into lalxx service b~ the J&panese and for protection against
military operations. The sites for tilenew homes of the local inhabitants mill
be selected by them. The inhabitants concerned will be reimbursed for lmds

. ,‘utilized and will bs given every assistance and care in their move to, endLI*”,/
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reestablishmentat
of the inhabitants
habitantswho will
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theirnew location. Measureswill
of the area are subjectto danger;
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be taken to Insurethat none
also that those few in-

move will undergothe minimumof Inconvenience.

The constructionprogram,which is beingundertakenby the ArmedForces
for the Commission, will consist of the installationof completefacllitlee,
includinghousing,utilities,communications,protectivestructures,instrumentation
circuits,and controland observationposts. Some of the militaryinstallations
used durhg the war will be
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rehabilitated.
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