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SSC NOXZLW.ENCE WITli “REQUEST FOR FXELD COOR2XNATIO::AN3 HAXACEW:::
POSXTION OF AES ACTIi’lTIES Iti THL PACIFIC AREA”

I

1SSC noncoficurs in the proposal for ●stablishing in the Pacific ●

scientific manager for 811 AES Pacific ●ctivities for tht follwir~~
reasms:

1. The recent criticism of ERDA medical ●nd research programs in the
Pacific have hampered the ●stablishment of Boot rapport vith the
Marshallese which is necessary to the conduct of the needed follw~;
su~ey ●nd radiological safety program. A closer ●ssociation of
the radiological monitoring program vith research ●ctivities by
the ●stablishment of ● 8ingle #cientific manager may well increas~
suspicions that the purpose of the ERRA Pacific programs is primarily
for research. Unlike research, vhere ● project may represent the
scientific %nterests of ● single or ● few investigators, radiological
safety, ●nvironmental ●nd personnel monitoring ●nd dose ●ssesscient
●ctivities &n the Pacific6tuu6t consider radiological conditions in
the total ●nvironment from s long-range viewpoint. ~is work is made
to be relevant to resettlement problems by directing the ●fforts of
scientists from several laboratories in the U.S. Coordination of
research that is primazily motivated by the individual investigator’s
%nterests~ with SSC radiological survey ●nd ●ssessment ●fforts is a
minor problem, if ● problec ●t ●ll, ●nd best ●ccomplished by staff
of Headquarters DiViSiOn6 working together.

?tarshallese confidence in ERDA in radiological matters has declines
because delayed ●ffects such ●s grwth retardation in ●ome children
●nd ● high percentage of thyroid ●bnomlities ●ssociated with
BMVO fallout have occurred vithout vaming among tho6e participating
in the ERDA medical follwup progr~ ●t RongeXap and Utirik. The
belief that peoples of the Pacific ●re being used by ERDA in radiation
●ffects research is widespread among the 14archallese ●nd their
leaders. Many ●re convinced that the ERDA medical follwup progr=
is not being conducted for their benefit but for other reasons.
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IIIC only serious ●ffort to ccnmnunicatt with the Uarshallest on
the gentrsl subject of radiological contamination snd radiatio:,

& f&#&:;;;::; y&xJ##Q-~’ ‘nc’o”d ‘“”’l’! m “’W’’” 8
●st ●nd English, is the f~rct of A plannct ‘

. series that ●xplains in simple tttm the radiological prob”le=s

~yy?
unique to s particular Pacific ●toll. Though research ●nd m*dlczl

.~]lUSUF projects hsve been supported byAEC/ERM for -n)’ Years,
/ . ~.here hak” been ● lack of t$mely Lnfomation in Marshallest or.

/

these ●ctivities in the Pacific~ that would serw to ●ducate tht
peoplt, so they can understand tht purposes of tht medical and rt-
●earch programs ●nd the significance of results obtained.

2. The grea’test need vithin ERM relative to health ●nd safety of
the ?farshallese is for better pIanning ●nd progrti definition
within MS supported ●ctivities. However, th~ program of SS:
and BEF. must continue to be maintained ●s separate operations
because of reasons cited in 1. ●brie. Also, recent experfenc~
vhere medical staff were refused entry by residents of ●n ●toll
vhile radiological survey ●ctivities were ●llowed to proceed is
●other clear indication that radiological followup ●ctivities
have to be decoupled fran research ●nd medical vork to the ●xcen:
possible until the people’s objections can be resolved ●nd better
understanding obtained.

3. It will be difficult if not impossible for 8 resident “scientific
manager” to provide management or coordination function relative
to radiological safety responsibilities. critical part of t~e
job is liaison with the Headquarters of ot er ●gencies~----- —
cle>nup ●nd rehab~litation r~onsibilities. If decisions on re-. ----—
settlement ●re depen~erit- up-on research yet to be perfomed, then
resettlement should be discontinued. 1!then-ise, ERDA could bc
●ccused of ●cting prematurely in recommending resettlement of the
test ●tolls. Assessments of projected radiation doses for various
groups of Marshallese ●re performed by laboratories based in the
mainland. Ihey SISO conduct field surveys and ●nalyze collected
samples. Recommended radiation criteria for cleanup of ●tolls ●nd
for ●valuations of ●ffectiveness of restrictions and precautions
for control of ●xposures vere developed in close coordination with
EPA ●nd other responsible ●gencies. Interpretation ●nd ●pplication
of these guldel$nes cmnot be made without careful coordination
with these groups.



r 1WC suggest nc changi in th{ current ●rrangements for mana&in& US ‘
●ctivities 8: the field levtl, but that mort ●mphasis be placed o:.

.
corrdinatior. ●n? prograr development ●t Headquarters.
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%al Ho]lister, Acting Directo:
Division of Safety, Standards,

and Compliance

cc z W. W. Burr, Jr., Deputy Director, BER
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