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Honorable Edward E. Johnston
High cOW!lfSShft4H’
lkfted States Department of Interfor
Trust Temftory of the Pacfflc Islands
$alpan, Pkrlana Islands 96950

Dear )lr.Johnston:

1By letter of January 14, 1971, to Manager, Honolulu Area Office,
UsAEc,

r
made spec~al tnqulry regarding the radioactive safety

of the tw-Oboe complex and asked f? It would be safe for workers
to plant coconuts there. (h a racent tr$p In the Paclftc, Dr.
IWert Comrd, of the Brookhaven IWlonel Laboratory, was ●sked
byHr. Jack Tobtn to check m two sdc!ftfonal ftems:

1. Are there any restrictions on d~gglng foundations for
houses on Bikfnl Island?

?
● Can work crews drink well water on Biklnl Island?rs to the question of safety of plantfn~ coconut trees on t?w Pwter-

complex, the results of studfes of radlatfon and contamination
levels fnd$cate that the levels in the islands of Oboe (AerokoJ),
Peter (Aemkofjul), ●nd Roger (Eikdrln), ●re among the lowest in the
Atol1● It would be safe to plant coconut trees them. Such plantlng
should not take plac~ on Tare (Emman). WC suggest that the causeway
joining tele to Elkdrln makes a logical dtvldfng lfne between the

●ea that my be planted ●nd th area where such plantfng should be
strlcted.

IThere are no restrictions on dlgg~ng fmmdatfons on Bfklnf Island
;?m:adfological Vlewpolllt. Thfs WCIulc!apply to M+ depth ●nd

. As tc drtrtklng well water from Biklnl Island, well uater
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Honomble Edward E. Johnston -z-

seqlcs he beat taken from● t’ndcr of hcetfons W8?’ 8 ~rfod
of the on Mklnl Island. These lndlcate that frm a redlologlcal
vleupoint, the water 1s safe to drink. tiver, before such usc,

water from wells on Blklnl Island should be ●nalyzed to lnsum lt
1s potable. Also, wa would uant to periodically collect ●nd ●na-
lyze xles from each wel1. At thls point In time, we cmnot say
W such fresh water Is ●vailable u groundwater at Blktnl Island
or whether thls source 1s ● ●tfequstesupply for those who return.
M urge that the r~stdents not rely on gmundwater as a source of
drlnk\n9 inter ●nd that provisions be made to collect and store
rainwater as was done fn the past.

Sincerely,

Rartfn B. Bfles, Director
Mvf ston of Operational Saf8ty

cc: Fwrlngton , D(IL
Lew, TT
Totter, W,
6fller, MA
IWller, w
Dinunno, OEA
Com’d, ML


