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Honolwulu, HI 26820

Dzar Mr. Dryden,

The eventful Mafch—April,i}QBb, miussion of the Brookhavan
NMational Laberatory medical teem toc the Republic of the Marszhall
Islande is row history. Given the civocumstances surrcound:ng the
trip, I feel that we can consider it a particularly successful
effort even ithough certain tasks weve not completed.

A total of 353 adults rec=2ived complete examinations. The
various island and exposure categories are presented in Appendix
. Tt was notable that a number of ocxposed persons who had nol
appearad for examinations for sone yvears did show up for this
missiar. In adcdition to the usual esaminees, our physicians
18 perscnrne vreferrad from the Marcshall Islarnde health care syst
and 70 persona, mostly children, ware seen during sict cell own
Jtirik and Mejatto. Thirty perczons, including many diabetic
persens 69 years or older, recelved immunlzations against
influsntc end pneumonia.
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The var ity and nacher ¢ groceodur-ss and Lests pooformed ave
4 : :
as follows:

Electrecardicgrans 33
Mammogi-aphy LE
Other »x——ays 82
Sigmoidoscopies 42
Blood counts 383
Platelet counte 383
Urinalysis, routine 352
Urinalysis, microscopic iee
Bacteriologic culture G4
Stocl examinatlons 2C
Blcod sugar teczts &8
Hb A,. levels &3
Liver funcion tezts S
Uric acid levels 14
Creatinine leveles 34
Blood urea nitrogen 7
ESR 13
Other 15

Serum sent to Bioscienze 72
for other tests
TOTAL 1817

In addition most women had a FPap smear taken, and many wer e
culturad for chlamydiel organisme, agents which can cause, amdig
other problems, eye infections in the newborn. Chlamydial coeltu-e
was possible because of the availability of the new -707C
on Liktanur III. Finally, because of the presence o7 &
dermatologist on the medical tzam, abuut AC persons were anrle
be tested for skin fungal infoctions or to have ski1n bizosias
taken for suspected diseases.
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There were three prceblems which stood ocut from the rest.

One was the occurrence of a heart attack in pur ¥-ray teshaician,
Mike Stravino, which was diagnesed aftier our ar~ival at ulioli.
It was a great blessing that his course was cengpletely
cncomplicated during the period of observation baftore we ware
able to evacuate him by airplane. Furthermai e, ho 12 non 2%
and doing very well, you and your stafttf will nhe very giad bto
hear. With our medical team watching him ihroudghout the night,
and with our monitoring and defibrilliation sgquipment functioning
perfectly on the 12 volt battery arrangement tv Mormroe Wichtman,
we were preparsd for most eventualitiesz. Foriunately, n2lither
defibrillator nor emergency drugs had to be used.

As a consequence of the eir evacuation of Dtraving, we wore
short an x—ray technician. Fortunatelw, again, we were abile to
acguire the services of Falmsn Gideor fram Majuro. e Jid v Taime
job, as usual,s but he was Not able to use the awnmoygraphy amit.
Neverthelecs, hit nroenence alluwed the t i miesion to oo tinae
without difficulty. At thhre point T owoulco the o thao: yo o
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team, and v cariicodas Moo BUIY Jach oo oang ML Reynola deboam,
for gatting —o throngh (his troublaing time -y contactaing
appfaﬁ"iatu adthor 1t iess mabing tranzpnr tation arrangements, sad

being gene~co: with raolptul sugyastiasos.
The szcond major Ailfficulty arpze from the 1mability to
examine the haJatto patients on buoerd the Libtanur (except i

those few regquiring x—--avs or sp@cial orocedures’. Therefore we
had to word cezhore in tho assembly hall, a sitaation which was
far f-om ideal in fterms of orivacy and convenience. This
particular difficultly, wis unavoidable because it would have been
too cangerous to brisg many of the patients out to the Liktanur
in the precsernce cof the high winds and waves at the west end of
Kwajalein lagoon. Orez again the mission was accomplished as
well as could have besr 2xpscled under the circumstances, and for
this I wich to thanrk ihe crew of Liktanur 111. It was their
extra =2ffurt 1n safely troensporting patients, the medical team,
and specimens that made tihe @xaminations possible. Fortunately
the unavailasilibty o0 the z2cond whaler at Mejatto did not h:inder
their job.

The last big probles -a=2 the power supply on the Liktanur.
During the r:issicn last suisnn U had appeared that line
fFluctuatiors 4id not imuarr th2 performance of cur laboratory
equipment. Lnfortunaiesly - 2hat was not the case on this trip.
Numerous bloond tects warg eltber delayed or not done because of
power fluctuatlons.

Since zowmz2 of our exoml wation procedures could not be
complz=ted on the Mar =Sl tripsy, 1 hope we can schedule another
mission in August-Suepltenbsy . Thic 1s very important, especially
with regard tc nanmguujhwy, L procedure we have promised to
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provide arrually. I the nz future the final decicsion as to
the feasibility of the Cri1p 111 be made. I have been 1n touch
with Bill Jzcbkson regarding this, and will not go into any
detaills of the missior at trhis time.

dismantie cvn2 of his wuto, The answer seems ts be to have a
unit large enough 1 laboratory items installed on
line in the Liktanur Laeli. Alterwdtlvely, another one could be
purcrased just for ow purtosos. 1 111 leave it to you to
decicz on tha best suiwlicor T2 this problem.

It i critical te cur mickilouns that we have a dependable
laberatos~y bachup foo cuor clinical eftort. 1 have discuszed with
Fd Lessard the possibilliy of u=sing tis uninterruptible power
sSupply. He fesle tlhiao b ig ngt a particularly gonod icea to
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Tt was a pleasure to have you with us on part of the csurvey,
and w2 wguald welcome any future visit. We enjoyed meeting Curt
Schirirer. and we welcone hin te the PASD.  Should you have any
questions regarding the mecical end of the team visits, [ would
be haipy to try to armswss trae.,

We thanb the AU Ytear zgain fTor ite fine effort. M.



Keyro!d debounsy who f1lls 20 siny roles du ing these trips,
continued to give .o the e:cellent

deperis. Laence Yanieguohl ang Darlene Koenig provided excellent
SUppo:-t during cur stay on Fwajzlaein. fAind last. Lat not least,
we aspreciated reading the we-beat Marghall Islandzs Journal
article on our tzam thast Mr. Harrvy Brown was abble to arrange.

assictancs on Nioh So mac:

Sincerely,

William H. Adams, M.D.

Director. Marshall Islands
Medical Program

cc: Dr. A Chanana
ir. H. Brown
Mr. E. Lessardg
Dr. R. Aronsan



APPENDIX A

NUMBER AND DISTRIBUTION OF MEDICAL _EXAMINATIONS, MARCH-APRIL 1936

Island of Group
examination Rongelap Utirik Comparisen QOther Total
Ebeve 18 12 2¢ - 60
Ma juro 11 36 20 3 70
Utirik - 46 - 86 132
Mejatto 21 - 23 4% 91
TOTAL S50 G4 75 134 353
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