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FUTURE COORDINATION OF NV’/S SAFEGUARD C AND ALEUTTAN INTERESTS
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Marshall Islands

The Marshall Islands Programs, alrrerrtlymnagedbyNVmﬁerbroad
policy guidance fram (MA (John Rudolph), are in a state of
uncertainty primarily because of cbligations assumed by the U.S.
urder the Campact of Free Association Act (P.L. 99-239) amd
responsibilities which befall the Republic of the Marshall Islands
Goverrment (RMI) under that same Act. These uncertainties involve
(a) our future participation in the medical surveillance and care of
surviving members of the exposed populations of Rongelap and Utirik;
(b) the future of envirormental monitoring work to assess, mitigate,
document, and predict uptake of radiomuclides to the populations of
Bikini, Enjebi and Rongelap; and (c) our involvement in conducting
whole body counting and Pu analysis (radiological monitoring) of
resident populations to ascertain validity of predictions or adjust
them as cbservations suggest.

Decisions governing DOE’s program responsibilities will be made
based on a myriad of inputs, many of which will involve political
considerations. Congressional interpretation of responsibilities
mﬂerPL.99—239,lsmtalwaysfu11yagreeduponbythe ;
Administration because of pending litigation, and all attendant
ramifications as to scope, cost and authority for the rehabilitation
of Bikini, and honest differences as to what responsibilities have
been assumed by the RMI and what should be contimued and funded by
the U.S. To further camplicate the situation, the Department of
State (OFASA) as lead agency of the Interagency Group on Freely
Associated States, is to determine which federal agency will provide
the U.S. funded support required in P.L. 99-239.

Additionally, RMI recently has requested through State, DOE’s

technical assistance to continmue whole body counting capabllltles.
No response has been given RMI by State.
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Ancther complication is that by law, DOI is the lead agency to
coordinate technical support to RMI, but the relationship between
DOI and State on insular matters has a long and stormy history.

General Recammendation:

It is my strong view that NV’s lead role as program planner and
overseer should contimie, but with significant increased
participation from PASO. With the Washington congressional
interfaces, contacts with State and DOI as well as attorneys and
others with program interests, a policy plaming and oversight
function is needed at NV to bridge and coordinate between HQ and
Honolulu/Marshall Islards.

While the programs themselves are relatively uncamplicated and
straight forward, there are the above-mentioned political
camplications, including those with the Marshall Islands Govermment
which bear special attention, especially through 1988 when the
shepherding of all or most pieces through a decision process is
likely to occur.

Specific Recammendations:

. Throughout FY 1988 and beyond as required, NV, through the Deputy
Program Manager, Office of Emergency Response and Program
Analysis, maintains program planning and oversight responsibility
and remains the principal point of contact with the national
laboratories, OMA, State and DOI for policy related matters.

PASO will take the lead in developing budgets, will designate a
person(s) to assume an active participatory role with NV in all
policy planning activities with the dbjective of assuming the
bulk of those responsibilities as circumstances dictate. In
close coordination with NV, PASO will contimue its role in
defining issues, proposing resolutions and will coordinate
activities of the Marshall Islands Planning Group.

Safequard C

This NV coordinating responsibility requires a close working
relationship with PASO because of its dbligations and knowledge of
JA and the Hawaii facilities. The NV role consists of inputting at
working meetings with INA, overseeing LFG work, coordinating
issues/responses with OMA and PASO, keeping apprised of the
direction of the Scientific Advisor to OMA, and participating in
JSWG and SNOS activities. Although Safeguard C is an unpopular
respansibility to same, it must be given reasonable attention until
it is altered or eliminated as a National Security requirement. I
have no strong feelings as to whether I am kept in the current
coordinating role or it is turmed over to an organization such as
Test Operations Division (TOD) which has an existing tie-in through
historical knowledge and current program.
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Amchitka

This remains one of the three candidates for underground muclear
testing tln:ghAgattu,asisterIslandintheAleutianc)ainhas
also evoked some interest fram the Safeguard C cammnity.
Basically, we conduct through EPA, anmual water and mud pit samples
to assure no envirommental surprises and to address statutory
requirements. The rationale for anmual trips vice bianmal or
1ongerintervalsisto"showtheﬂag"arxikeepmrintemﬁts}movm
to the U.S. Navy, and other agencies interested in Amchitka, and to
monitor potential irrevocable encroaciment.

Recammendation:

Bob Clarke from Engineering has been to Amchitka, has knowledge of
instrumental in arranging logistical support for the last several
missians including financial arrangements. He would be an ideal

to oversee future trips and, in coordination with HPE, TOD,
AMA, and EPA, keep the MU with the Navy current.

On the other hand, given the support available on Amchitka and
thmx;hsdleduledarddlarterain:raft,thetotalefforttofulfill
this mission is about seven days per year, and no problem for me to
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Harry U. Brown

Dq:qty Program Manager

Office of Emergency Response
and Plamming Analysis



