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UNITED STATES PACIFIC

Headquarters of the C~

20 Deoember 1962 ~

n-an: cammnder in Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet
To$ Chief of Naval Operat$one

Subjt Danger Area for Operation CASTLE i

Ref: (c) CIJOSeoret ltr Op-356/bjo ser 00473P36 of 31 Ott 1962

1. In complying with the request of reference (a) for reoomwndatlons on
a re~ised danger area for Operation CASTLES the following faotors ● re con-
sidered pertinent:

a. Eniwetok Atoll and the territorial waters surrounding it have pre-
viously been designated as ● closed area in ●ccordanoo with United Nations
Trusteeship agreement. Similar ●otion if not prevlouely completed should
be taken to designate Bildni Atoll and its territorialwatersas a closed
area.

b. The Eniwetok hnger Area, a 150 by 200 mile reo-glo oentered on
Miwetok Atoll, was originally estabMshed both beoause of danger from
radioactive fallout and to provide a comenient ‘exclusion area” for oper-
ations on Eniwetok. The significance of suoh an area for safety purposes
ia not of ~eat i.mportanceoDuring Operation IVY, ● general ●uweillanoe
-s kept of all shipping within ● 500 mile radiue of Ibiwetok, and spcific
searches were made in donnuind areas for itinerant chipping out to ● die-
tanoe of 800mileB. It is antioi~ted that until the phemomema associated
with fallout are more cleuly es-blisheds it will be neoeamary to cathue
euoh prooeduraa without relianoe on ● designated ‘danger area”-

o. A danger area of moderate size, however, is of oonsi-d~rablo~-
venienoe for matters of 6eourity. Current instrwtions FeTaWve to seourity
p= for denying entry into ~er uus to urmuthorised vessels and air-
craft.

d. In Ootober 1946,● SS1l reotigular ● rea (12.8X 22.5Bilos]en-
olosing BiMni Atollwas designated aa a Da~er Area by HYDROPAC 1059B.
‘his ueauae labeled as dangerous to navigation and personnel, and entry

I was prohiMtod except to those duly authorized by proper●uthori~. In
April 1947, HYDROPAC 1098B oanoellad HYDROPAC 1059B ae bdng euffioiently
prmlgated in Hydrogra@io Offioe Notioe to Mariner- Humber 46 of 1946.
This uea is still listed ●s ● ‘Danger Area” on ohartc currently issued and
is noted ae ● Westrioted Areaw in Sailing Directions for the Paoific Islende,
Volw I, 194S (H.O. Pub.Noo 165).

A
e. Sinoo by definition danger areas ornprice areas hasardous to navi-

gaticm by Yesaels or ●iroraft, they obviously mst not inolude inhabited
atolls. In ooneideration of this fkct, it is noted that a refised danger
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uaa oannot be extended eastiard farther than Ailinginae Atill since the
adjacent atoll (Rongelap) contains 112 indigenes. Latitudinal expansion

, of a oombimd danger area beyond the present scope of Ibiwetok Ihnger Area
(150 miles) would entail a similar problem by overl~ping Wotho Atoll, ●leo
inhabited. T’hus.it is noted that the revised danger area proposedhelm
contains only zmiwetok~ Bikinis and Ailinginae - all of which are uninhabited
atolls.

2. In riew of the above, it is reco.xmended:

a. That the status of Bikini Atoll and its territorial waters as ●

olosed area under United Nations Agreement be
previously been do~.

b. That upon the establishment of Bikini
waters as a “closed aream, the ‘Bikini Danger
graph l.d. above be cancelled.

established if this has not

Atill and ite territorial
Aream mentioned in subpara-

O. That the Eniwetok Danger Area be extanded ●long ita north and
couth puallels & ● distance of 64 miles east of the oenter of Bikini
Atoll to longitude 166° 28’ east. Aooordiqgly, with modification of one

coordinate only, the revised lNIW12TV?I/31KINIDanger Area would be that
area bounded by the msridiam 160° 35t - 166° 28* east longitude, and by
the puallels 10o 151 - 120 451 n~~ latitude, an area 150 by 350 miles.

d. That eoneideration be given to withholding publication of the re-
vised daxuceruea in the requisite hydrographic notioes until such the as
the Atomi; Energy Cotiesion haa -terial on Bikini of special seuuri~
significance.

copy to$
CINCPAC

/s/ W. L PEILUP6
Chiefof Staff
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There is also no mutton that such an incursion on their lands
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in addition to the effect of this extension of the area

of atonicacti%ityon tho popln thcnselves$ the akx!dstration
Kd-11lx faced vith constmtly increasing eq+mso to counteract
cochl.con~cts that Ccnei-atefrcn loss of ho.mlands, and that
will arise throuchf car of f urthcr c ncroachncnt by the U ● S●

~overrmmt ● This is not a fanciful pmilction as this fear ha8
alreadylxc~ eqresficdin Smqn qwudxrs as a resultof the
activitylast f21L Tlat Wa 11~.rslwl.lcsaCX’Opoim~ntw a:.mJeof
tl)es~rcity of L-ml in t}w!r islc~ldslms lxm evidcne.cd by the
ictims of t?m+h ConVes3 at each sees!.on in req.~csting the return
of e:~mopriat.ed lads w-d in ask.hg Iht no r.ore,ofbhci.rlandsh
.c91dto outs’idcrsot.%atthey probab~ me not fully~:are of IS

Y~lkt at the “presentrate of Incrmset theynay wv well doub18
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Rekme& “-isI&& to yo& l%k ~bi J- ~S 1*3$ ~$~. ; -.,,.“~-~,,
m~ger Area for CAM’lJPti” &went. l~ti?$..- ~!$~. .,,.“,’,-“,“,....,~:.

.’..datedA@l 9, 19$3a - - ‘., ;,;-;- ; ‘ , . .. , , ~
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In rI& to k &qw”st wnt&~ in y&.r Jaq~, 1953 let~, .- ~.: ‘----- T j
IWt the Atonio Fnorg Cornissiondetem * dati for e- - “ ““. ‘ - .,- ~ . .

,_

..’. tablishlrg the new dangm area around the.PacifioProvingUrmnde;
w vish to fix JuW la ~3 aS t~t ~teO =

?
rarea~ould. . i- ~’.: .’

comprl- thema ~~~d W t~ EIefi~=~ l@ 3 8 0 1%0 16’ ‘ ‘:’. -.....:
‘“eastlongitude, and by t+e pAralI.els10%s -_U”W norti “,. .“- ~ -. ~~-,,,~

:.,....’..-:*’.. ,-@titude‘asagreedto in your letter of A@l 98 1953.., “, ;: . , :’ “ ~,. . . ,.... . “.. . . . . . .,, . . .... ., ’..,’ . . . ,
. . .. . it is suggestadAt the “&mand&,’ kint TGk Rx’oe sm~’ ~ “ ~- .- ~--... ,- ..- contactedta detemim when~for opratioti masons actiw3,-”

securi~ measures shouldbe und.ertakmfor safoguardfng the:: .“~~-~.,,~:‘:,....
area-,,. ‘ :,. ..
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